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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


SAUDI ARABIA STRIVES TO KESOLVE LEBANESE CRISIS 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 345, 1 Oct 83 pp 17-18 


[Article by Sulayman Nimr: ‘Saudi Arabia Is Moving From Solving the Lebanese 
Crisis to Solving the Other Arab Conflicts"] 


[Text] Last Saturday, while the Lebanese capital and the Lebanese servously 
watched the latest chance for a cease fire and the latest efforts exerted by 
Saudi Arabia to achieve agreement on such a cease fire reached an impasse, 
the Saudi capital was also experiencing some decisive hours as it received, 
bit by bit, the consecutive reports of the assistant Saudi envoy, Mr Rafiq 
al-Hariri, concerning the results of his meetings and contacts in Damascus. 


The Saudi capital held these hours to be the decisive and fateful ones be- 
cause Mr Rafiq al-Hariri carried to Damascus the final solution to the Leban- 
ese tragedy. The failure of the parties involved in the mountain war to ac~ 
cept this solution would first of all mean that the only solution would be a 
military decision, which in turn would pose the danger of the partition of 
Lebanon. 


On that day, a high Saudi official commented to AL-~MUSTAQBAL that: "If a 
cease fire agreement is not reached and the national dialogue does not begin 
within the next 24 hours, then there will be no room left for mediation, or 
for exerting efforts and trying to get a cease fire." This high Saudi of- 
ficial, who is a government figure in Saudi Arabia, went on to tell Al- 
MUSTAQBAL, in a tone of mingled worry and pessimism, that: "This is the last 
chance for all the Lebanese factions, if they want there to be a united, inde- 
pendent Lebanon which enjoys national sovereignty. If this chance 1s lost, 
then Lebanon will be partitioned and destroyed, for there will no longer be 
any room for mediation or for exerting efforts to achieve any agreement at 
all.’ The Saudi official made it clear that: "there are still some com 
plications in the positions which threaten to ruin everything. These com- 
plications, which Saudi Arabia is exerting all its efforts to overcome, are 
what is causing pessimism to predominate currently." 


On the evening of that day--last Saturday--instead of Saudi Prince Bandar 
bin Sultan's airplane, whicn was waiting at Jiddah Airport to take off for 
Damascus at any moment, actually doing so, the airplane used by Mr Rafiq 
al-Hariri touched down. He had returned from the Syrian capital, and he went 











immediately to meet with Prince Bandar bin Sultan, so that the two of them 
could present the latest developments in the situation to the Saudi monarch. 


With Mr al-Harirl back in Jiddah, political observers agreed unanimously that 
everything was over, and that there was no longer any room for mediation or 
for Saudi or non-Saudi efforts. Everyone began to wait for the Saudi state- 
ment which would announce the cessation of efforts and clarify the respon- 
sibility of all parties for what had happened. 


In the midst of this gioomy atmosphere, the Saudi monarch, King Fahd bin 
‘Abd al-'Aziz, was the only man who still felt hope and optimism concerning 
the possibility of arriving at a solution of the complexities which had kept 
the cease fire agreement from being signed in the last few hours. 


Informed sources in Jiddah said these complexities, which had blocked the 
task of the assistant Saudi envoy, had to do with two points. If they were 
solved, then no new problems would block a cease fire agreement. 





The first point has to do with the matter of obtaining prior assurances from 
the Lebanese Government that it will bind itself to implementing the resolu-~ 
tions issued by the proposed national dialogue conference. 


The second point has to do with the absence of agreement over the deployment 
of the Lebanese army in the mountain. 


in order to resolve these two difficulties, the Saudi monarch, King Pahd bin 
‘Abd al-'Aziz, Prince Bandar bin Sultan, and his assistant, Mr Rafiq al- 
liarirl, stayed up all Saturday and into the early hours of Sunday morning, 
making contact with Damascus and Beirut. As AL-MUSTAOQBAL has learned, the 
result of these contacts was that a solution was proposed for these two dif- 
ficulties. ‘The first would be solved by having representatives of the legis- 
lative and executive branches of the government attend the sessions of the 
Lebanese national dialogue, with President Amin al-Jumayyil as chairman. With 
the legislative branch helping to chair the sessions of the dialogue confer- 
ence and its mempers in attendance at them, the resolutions issued by the 
conference would be binding on everyone. The second difficulty would be 
solved by withdrawing all Lebanese Front forces from their remaining positions 
in the mountain, while deploying the army along the international Beirut-- 
Damascus highway. 


A problem arose in connection with this point which had to do with the fact 
that the Lebanese Front would refuse to withdraw its forces from the posi- 
tions it controls in the mountain. It was left up to the American envoy, 
Kobert McFarlane, who was in Beirut, to solve this problem through his 
contacts with the Lebanese Front. 


At dawn last Sunday, after these suggestions had been worked out following 
intensive contacts between Jiddah and both Damascus and Beirut, the Saudi 
monarch turned in to await President al-Jumayyil's meeting with the members 
of his government, at which he would get their final opinion on the last 
draft of the proposed agreement. The Saudi monarch was also waiting to hear 





the result of Robert McFarlane'’s meeting with former President Camille Sham'un 
and Shaykh Pierre al-Jumayyil. The final answer came on Sunday afternoon, 

and at 5:30 pm, the airplane belonging to Saudi envoy Prince Bandar bin 

Sultan took off for Damascus with himself and his assistant, Rafiq al-Hariri, 
on board. This happened so that both the Lebanese capital and the Syrian 
capital could announce that agreement had been reached on a cease fire after 
28 days of intense effort on the part of Saudi diplomacy. 


Ali foreign and Arab political sources in Jiddah agree vranimously that the 
success of Saudi Arabia's efforts to achieve a cease fire in Lebanon is 

truly a feather in the cap of Saudi diplomacy which has once again proved 
just how successful and effective is the balanced role played by Saudi 
policy. These sources say that Saudi Arabia's efforts to reach an agreement 
on a cease fire among all of the warring factions in Lebanon and to begin 

the Lebanese national dialogue would have been for nought, had it not been 
for the Saudis’ insistence on continuing to try to solve the crisis, although 
often their efforts came to an impasse. This was especially true last Satur- 
day, when the assistant Saudi envoy was holding his meetings in Damascus and 
the last two difficulties arose which caused a final loss of hope that a solu-~ 
tion would be reached. 


A high Saudi official told AL-MUSTAQBAL that: "If the Saudi monarch had not 
been convinced and believed that it was necessary to do the impossible to 
save Lebanon, Saudi Arabia's efforts would have ceased on Saturday evening. 
llowever, because our historic leadership knows how to act at historic and 
decisive moments, and how to find the last solution at the last moment when 
hope is gone, King Fahd bin ‘Abd al~-'Aziz did not despair or lose hope, 
despite the dominant atmosphere of pessimism. Rather, he found the solution 
which forced them all to bear their responsibilities, and so they were favor- 
able to it.” 


This Saudi official added: ‘There are two primary factors behind the 
success of Saudi Arabia's efforts to achieve the latest Lebanese agreement. 
These two factors are: 


"l. King Fahd bin ‘Abd al-'Aziz's conviction and insistence on reaching an 
aAyreement. 


2. Saudi Arabia's balanced policy, which has tried to refrain from taking a 
stand with one faction and against the other. It was this that made all the 
factions receptive to Saudi Arabia's efforts and convinced them of the posi- 
tive nature and soundness of the Saudi role. The Kingdom could have issued 
statements and taken political positions having nothing to do with the ability 
to act. However, one of the most important principles of Saudi policy is to 
refrain from slogans and making accusations. The Kingdom has worked and ex- 
erted its efforts, rather than making statements. For when Saudi Arabia found 
that some people were understanding some personal interpretations of its posi- 
tions in a negative way, it was eager to affirm that, in its efforts to solve 
the Lebanese crisis, it was not imposing a certain solution or point of view 
on anyone. Rather, it was working on the assumption that it was not a party 
to this conflict. Thus, its role was accepted and welcomed by everyone. 





Indeed, all the factions were so favorable to these efforts that they were 
crowned last Sunday evening by general agreement on the accord which we hope 
will be the foundation stone for ending the Lebanese tragedy and building a 
powerful Lebanese state." 


Anyone who meets Saudi officials these days in Jiddah and Biyadh can clearly 
note how very optimistic they are because of Saudi diplomacy's success in 
achleving the recent Lebanese agreement. However, they think that the major 
responsibility for successfully exploiting this historic opportunity to revive 
Lebanon falls on the shoulders of the Lebanese officials, especially the 
government and the other factions, to whom the opportunity is being given. 


A Saud! offictal told AL-MUSTAOBAL that President Amin al-Jumayyil now has 
an excellent opportunity to achieve national reconciliation and reunify 
Lebanon and its strength. To do so, President al-Jumayyil must “strike the 
iron while it's hot," as the Saudi official put it. 


jut if this opportunity is allowed to slip away--may God forbid--"there will 
be no further opportunity for reviving Lebanon. Then all the Lebanese will 
bear the consequences of what will happen to their country.” 


Thus, the success of Saudi Arabia's efforts makes Saudi officials more optim- 
istic than at any time in the past that the 14th Arab Summit conference will 
be held in Riyadh at the time scheduled for it, which is this November. 


When AL-MUSTAOBAL asked a Saudi Government figure last Monday whether the 
next Arab summit would be held on time in Riyadh, he answered, "We have no 
dowht about it.” 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


NEW HOSPITAL TO ALD LRANIANS--The government of South Yemen recently set 

up a special military hospital in Mukayras district to admit Iranian war- 
wounded and casualties who are flown in directly from Teheran to Aden. This 
was because of the recent increase in the numbers of those wounded so that 
the Ministry of Health hospitals in Aden and those in the rest of the prov- 
inces of the PDRY had to set aside enough beds to receive sick Yemenis as 
well as Iranians. Because of this and after the South Yemeni public began 

to complain of the distressing political stance taken by Ali Nasir Muhammad's 
government toward the Gulf war and the [ranian attack, complaining of the 
official support shown for Iran against the fraternal Iraqi state, the ruling 
regime in Aden was compelled to set up this military hospital separately 
attended to by doctors and surgeons from Cuba, East Germany, and Ethiopia. 
What is strange about this situation is that the Minister of Health of South 
Yemen in Aden does not have any information or details about the progress 

of this military hospital in Mukayras than does the ordinary man in the 
street. [Text] [Cairo SAWT AL-JANUB AL-YAMANI in Arabic No 66 31 Aug 83 

p lJ} 9587 


LIBYA FINANCES HOSPITAL--An agreement was concluded between the Marxist regime 
in Aden and the Libyan regime to undertake an emergency hospital to provide 
treatment for Lranians wounded in the on-going Iran~Iraq war. The hospital 
will consist of tents and prefabricated houses in Shu'ayb near the town of 
al-Dhali'a. According to the agreement, Libya will carry the full cost of 

the hospital from building to medical treatment. [Text] [Cairo AL-WAHDAH 

in Arabic No 37, 15 Sep 83 p 8) 9587 


DISCOVERY OF CONSPIRACY--A responsible Gulf source affirmed that a large 
conspiratorial plot has been discovered in the Gulf. It had intended to 
upset the peace and security of the region and to plunge it into bloodshed. 
The source reported that the conspirators had their headquarters in Bahrain 
and that the conspiracy was led by a Bahraini and was built from several 
independent cells in which a number of North Yemeni, Palestinian, South 
Yemeni, and Iranian terrorists participated. He reported that the conspira- 
tors had built up a large cache of various arms including explosives, machine 
guns, pistols, and some heavy arms stored in areas throughout the Gulf, 
especially in Bahrain and Dubayy and elsewhere. In the informant's words: 
"The conspiracy was preparing to disrupt the next Gulf Cooperation Counci] 
meeting which would include the heads of the Gulf states. Had it not been 


Ww 





for the attention of the authorities it would be impossible to know what 

the consequences would have been of this conspiracy.’ AL-WAHDAH has learned 
that the first thread of these plottings was discovered on Cairo, then 
security forces followed it to the Gulf until the conspiratorial elements 
feel into the hands of police forces. Secret investigations are still under 
way. Offictale in the Gulf refused to reveal anything about the progress 


investigations after the conspirators confessed that their financing 
[Text | 


came from Libya and that other countries were involved in the plot. 
(Cairo AL-WAHDAH in Arabic No 37, 15 Sep 83 pp 8-9] 9587 


IKAO, KUWAIT POWER LINK--PLANS are underway to establish electric cable links 
between Iraq and Kuwait, says lir Walid Salim, Iraq's director of electricity 
yeneration and transportation department. The two countries are currently 
prepariny a study to carry out the project, planned some months ago. Power 
supplies in Lraq have not been affected by the war with l[ran and, indeed, have 
been lmproving over the years, said Mr Salem. lie said that Iraq had designed 
the power network to extend it to neiyhbouring countries such as Sytia and 
Kuwait. [Vext] [Kuwait ARAB TLMVS in English 30 Oct 83 p 7] 
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ASYUT PAKTY LEADERS DISCUSS LOCAL ELECTIONS, ELECTION SYSTEM 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic No 2889, 24 Oct 83 pp 10-14 


[Interview with various leaders of the local Asyut governorate organizations 
of the NDP [Nat flonal Democratic Party/, Labor Party, and NPUG /National 
Progressive Unionist Grouping]: "In Asyut: The Election Game As It Involves 
the Mayors and Clan Solidarity of the Large Families"; dates and places of 
interviews not specii ieg/ 


/ The NDP does not benefit from the proportional 
ne Advisory Council elections took place with a lack 


? ‘ ’ ‘ 
ne secretary of the Labor Party: I will sweep away the 


tf er ‘ 


secretary of the NPUG: We will not boycott the elec- 
il ‘ 
tion for the purpose of manipulation. 


Elections in Asyut are being hotly contested, in spite of the fact that the 
NDP was the only party which participated in the Advisory Council and local 


ircles a lated with the party in power are assuring us that the election 


ittle whi will be waged during the hot summer season for seats in the 
People's Assembly will be decided in favor of the NDP, and the opposition 
parties aré unting on “embarrassing" the NDP--if the elections held will 
pe impartial } ree nes. 
On another level, an internal battle is going on inside the NDP concerning 
the election list and the fact that so many party members want to be on it-- 


the reason being that this is a sure way to achieve representation in the 


a4 
sf itut i iad | j Liat ale . 
we iefrt Calr ind went t Asyut in order to see what is going I ] trie 
everyday ;?/' Lt] iJ ifetvTia ' pper Egypt with revgara to tne electi AgTIG 
' ' | ; rh - } ] ] - 4 ‘ 1 
eiection iist ind lh! rder to tind out what the local secretarieé¢ trie 





three political parties in Asyut think about the future of political acti- 
vity and the exercise of democracy n Egypt/. Those who are familiar with 
everything that is going on and who are devoting all their attention to the 
management of election campaigns assure us that the use of the List system 
in Asyut is something which benefits all the parties--with the exception of 
the NDP. 

when | asked for justifications for this strange assertion, I was told that 
the lists of the opposition parties--even if they participate in the elec- 
tions--would be lacking in names. I was also told that the NDP list would 
not be large enough to contain the names of all of its supporters and that 
the secretary of the party would be forced to eliminate the names of some of 
the candidates because the list would not be large enough. This, I was told, 


would result in a fight being waged within the party. 


Choosing names for the list is not an easy matter. The secretary of the 


sii 


party usually is confronted with difficult choices because there are pressure 


r 


groups which try very hard to yet their candidates chosen for the list. 


These pressure groups can be divided into the following three categories: The 
first category consists of the supporters of the party secretary who have 
stood by him in his election campaigns and therefore feel that they are the 
people who most deserve to be on the list. The second category of people 

nsists of those who represent forces in opposition to the party secretary 
and who caution against having the election list be regarded as a banquet O 
be enjoyed only by the supporters of the party secretary]. They feel this way 
use they are primarily people of influence and are only secondarily mem- 
bers of the NDP. The third pressure group category consists of people repre- 
enting a new trend, who have been attracted by the possibility of participat- 
ing in elections, and who call themselves "the educated class." ‘They include, 
for example, a doctor from the local hospital, an agricultural inspector, a 


- 


> 
. 
= 


young attorney, and a physical education teacher. 
the main competition, instead of being between the various parties, has 


me to be a struggle which is going on only within the ranks of the NDP, and 
the opposition parties are standing aside and observing this situation from 


lowever, more details should be provided to our readers concerning this 


[he Mayors and the Large Families 


fhe large families in Asyut stand behind their candidates. ‘The situation of 

a given candidate depends on the degree of influence of the family which 
supports him. For example, the Kaylani family in Dayrut, the ‘Abd-al-Rahim 
family in al-Ousiyah, the Mahfuz family in al-Hawatikah, and the Nassar family 


in al-Badari all have a Jot to say about the results of any election and 


woout wi is on any election lj if 








A mayor ie still a person who is the head of a given family and is its repre- 
sentative who bears its title. He decides disputes, takes care of security 
matters, witnesses marriage contracts, walks at the head of funeral pro- 
essions, and people stand up to greet him if he walks by them. His opinion 
is also important when it comes to election matters. 


it might be no exaggeration if I said that election campaigns in Upper Egypt 
are conducted in an American fashion, with only the approach being different. 
A given village authorizes its mayor to choose a candidate, and the village 
mayor then calls upon all of the people in the village to elect the person 
whom he has chosen. The strength of any candidate depends on the number of 
mayors who have promised him their support. 


All of the above is pertinent to what we said in the beginning concerning 
what was said to the effect that “the list system benefits all the parties 


f ‘ Ai 
except the NDP, 


Dr ‘Abd-al-Yaziq Hasan is the most famous surgeon in Upper Egypt and he is, 

at the same time, the rector of Asyut University and the secretary of the NDP 
in the governorate of Asyut. When beginning my interview with him, I said: 

"Dr Hasan, please allow me to begin a political dialogue with you. And |] 

hope that the dialogue will be as precise and businesslike as a surgical opera- 
tion.” The dialogue then went as follows: 


[Duestiog/ Do you consider the list system more appropriate for elections 


in Asyut in view of the domination of certain large families? 


newep) Ur Hasan smiled and said: The individual election system, especial- 
ly in Upper Egypt, results in an elected representative being obligated to 
his voters as individuals. For example, a member of the People's Assembly 
pends all day getting a voter's son enrolled in a university, getting employ- 
ment for a voter's daughter, or solving a police matter involving the use of 
weapons. this results in the fact that such a member of the People's 


Assembly is not obligated to his party as he should be. 


the list system, however, has caused an elected representative to be obligated 
to his work and activity within the realm of the program of the party which has 
the objective of promoting the interests and welfare of all of the citizens of 
Evypt. As a consequence of this, a representative has come to be obligated to 
the proyram of the government and the party which deals with development and 
public services, 

NDP, via the list system, wants the broad base /of the popular masseg/] to 
be the beneficiary and wants to look after everyone's welfare instead of just 
the interests of particular people. This is something which is more effective 


ind more beneficial. 


[Questions It is said that the list system is one which is close to being that 
f a system of appointing representatives. How, then, can such a representa- 
tive who Ils appointed by the government party call the government to account 


yr what it is doing? 





swey) Must one check up on the government for the purpose of embarrassing 
it or uncovering its mistakes, or can one not do this job with the single 
purpose and goal of striving to have the services of the executive apparatus 
reach the people? 


If the goal of representatives and members of the NDP is to promote the wel- 
fare of the nation and carry out a policy which more broadly involves the 
masses, then the list system is something which achieves this goal. 


(Questiop/ What is your opinion concerning the results of the application of 
the list system in the case of the Advisory Council and the local council 
elections? 


[Answer] The Advisory Council elections in Asyut were totally impartial elec- 
tions. In these elections the NDP received 50 percent of the votes, and this 
was a realistic percentage. 


However, this 50 percent does not represent the actual popularity which the 
party enjoys among the people. It only tells us that people are not enthusias- 
tic about participating in the elections. The reason I say this is that the 
elections involved no competition from the opposition parties because of 

their boycott. For this reason I disagree with anyone who says that these 
elections reflect the popularity or popular base of the NDP. Our party is 
more popular than was shown by these elections. However, there was insuf- 
ficient enthusiasm concerning these eiections. 


As for the local councils, 1 believe that there will be far more interest in 
them. In the governorate of Asyut there are 2,450 representatives in the 
various local and village councils. Perhaps people will be more interested 
in these elections than they were in the Advisory Council elections. 


The campaign involving elections for the People's Assembly, however, will be 
hard fought. This will be true even though all of the members of the People's 
Assembly in Asyut are from the NDP. There will be great enthusiasm on the 
part of people concerning this election. 


(Question] Will the NDP be hurt by the fact that there are so many people 
who wish to be candidates on the NDP list? 


(Answex] We have 800 more persons than we need who have applied to be candi- 
dates for the lists for the local council elections. Those who do not get 
chosen will perhaps be somewhat resentful. However, they have all come to 
understand and realize that our party activity is something which goes on on 
all levels, and is not only something which goes on in the councils with 
their elected representatives. I believe that, if people are loyal to the 
party, there will be no problems provided that people realize that being a 
representative involves accomplishing work more than it involves being given 
a position of honor--otherwise schisms and splits in the party may occur. 


(Questiog/ How, then, can the party make its choices from among the many 
candidates? 


10 





Gnswer] the secretariat general has issued a number of guidelines concern- 
ing this ratter. Among them, for example, is the fact that a candidate 

must be nonest and possess integrity. The party also takes into considera- 
tion the amount of work which a party member has done and what he has pre- 
viously accomplished for the party. Furthermore, the party attempts to 
achieve good representation for all of the families and political forces 
present in the governorates. In addition to this, the party wishes to have 
the turnover in its representatives be as small as possible. 


ihe ranking by the party of the various members on the list is something 
which will lead to some sensitivity being shown on the part of the party 
members. this will particularly be true if the party does not win all of the 
seats in the election district. The reason for this is that it means that 
some members of the party will not end up being in the People's Assembly. 


lf this happens, there will be great problems. Some members will be guaranteed 
a permanent seat in the People's Assembly simply by virtue of the fact that 
they are at the top of the list, and others will have to leave the People's 
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| propose that the names of the candidates be arranged in the list alphabeti- 
cally at first. After that is done, the final ranking of the candidates in 
the list can be done in accordance with the percentage of votes which a given 
candidate has received in his election district. For example, if the repre- 
sentative from al-Ghanayim has received 70 percent of the votes from his 
election district, the representative from Manfalut has received 65 percent 
of the votes from his district, and the representative from al-Qusiyah has 
received 60 percent of the votes from his district, then the representative 
from al-Chanayim will be at the top of the list and he will be followed by 
the representatives from Manfalut and al-Qusiyah. 


fhis approach combines the benefits of the individual election system and 

the election list system. In addition to this, it would guarantee that a 
representative continue to visit his election district and solve its problems, 
and this would guarantee that the election district would stand by him and 

he would continue to get a high percentage of votes. Furthermore, this would 
prevent schisms from occurring among the members of the party. Also, this 
would lead to increased competition among the various election districts. 


(Questiog/ How can political activity in Asyut enjoy a better future? 


Answer] Every sincere person wishes to see the existence of opposition 
parties. Opposition parties are a basic and necessary ingredient for the 
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establishment of sound and democratic political life. 


sition parties are what forces the NDP to be aware of its great responsi- 
bilities and to thus work to promote the welfare of the masses. When there 
10 competition, this leads to slackness and passivity. 


Serious and well-intentioned opposition is something which causes the NDP 
husiastically work harder and achieve more. Real opposition is something 
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which is accepted and welcomed by every sincere person because all of us are 
endeavoring to promote the public welfare. 


[End of interview with Dr Hasap/ 
The Labor Party: "We Are Prepared" 
Now our interview involves the opposition parties. 


Mr Ahmad Farghali, Dr Ahmad Yasin, and Mr Faruq ‘Abd-al-Wahhab are three of 
the members of the leadership of the Labor Party in the governorate of Asyut. 
Mr Farghali is the deputy secretary general of the party, Dr Yasin is the 
party secretary in Asyut, and Mr ‘'Abd-al-Wahhab is the assistant party 
secretary for the governorate. The interview with them went as follows: 


[(Qaestiog/ What does your party think about the list system and the degree 
to which it is appropriate for elections in Agyut’ 


[Answer] Dr Yasin: Upper Egypt is an area which is still dominated by 
tribalism. What this means is that the large families still have a great 
deal to say and have a great deal of influence concerning what is going on. 
This being true, both local and popular representation here depend, to a 
large degree, on the wishes of these families because this is something 
which reflects the actual situation. This is why we feel that individual] 
representation is what is best. 


However, the proportional list system also has its merits. It reduces the 
problem of factionalism, But it also makes participation something that is 
determined by appointment rather than by election. The absolute list system, 
however, is something that we totally reject. The reason for this is that 
the masses have noticed that, in the case of this system, the element of 
competition is completely absent. Competition is the thing that impels an 
elected representative to bring up his views concerning the various issues 
which are important to people. If there is no competition, then people 

will stop going to the polls. 


For all of the above reasons we prefer either the unconditional proportional 
list system or individual election system, 


(Questiog] Why did the elections held to re-elect half of the members of the 
Advisory Council take place without the participation of the various parties? 


[Knswer] The election results do not represent the real situation. The reason 
for this is that there was no real popular participation in the elections. 


Voter registration lists are a mistake. In Asyut, for example, many of the 
people have emigrated to other Arab countries /to work]. But in spite of 
this, they are still on the voter registration lists because these registra- 
tion lists have not been changed for a long time. 
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The Labor Party did not refuse to participate fin the elections] because of 
weakness. It did so out of solidarity with the decision by the various 
political parties to boycott the elections. Leaving the field entirely in 
the hands of the NDP has been a laudable action because the other political 
parties now have the opportunity to say that they derive their support from 
the masses. We are convinced and reassured that this is something which 
will cause the party in power to lose much of its popularity. 


{Question] Are you prepared for the local council elections? 


[Answer] Mr Farghali: We are prepared to enter any election campaign in 
order not to allow the NDP to monopolize the political arena. However, we 
demand certain objective conditions for guaranteeing the impartiality of 
the elections. Nevertheless, we will also stick to the boycott decision. 


We should mention the fact that vwur experience with political party activity 
in its present form is something which is rather recent. There are many 
areas in Egypt where the party has no presence. Furthermore, having a 
presence in a given area means that the party must have a headquarters there. 
Also, where are the informational media which provide me with an opportunity 
to become acquainted with people? 


The fact that the party has not gained a presence in many localities means 
that we are not utilizing the party's capacities in these areas where we 
have no party personnel. The party is represented in Cairo, Alexandria, 
and Asyut. However, in the other governorates the party has no presence. 
(the party in power, however, has a headquarters and a base everywhere. 


fotally Changed Situation 
Question] What influence has the list system had on local council elections? 


(Answer/ Dr Yasin: The lists have given the executive authorities the right 
to appoint all of the members of these councils. The local councils have 

come to have appointed members rather than elected members. This is a danger- 
ous principle which is totally changing the situation. Instead of the people 
electing their representatives who then call the executive apparatus to 
account, we now have a situation where the executive apparatus itself chooses 
those who are supposed to call it to account. 


/Answexg/ Mr Farghali: Even if the opposition parties enter the elections, 
the NDP is still able to participate in the elections with complete lists 
of candidates. The other parties, however, do not have enough persons to 

enter the elections with complete lists of candidates, and this means that 


there will be no competition in such elections. 

(QuestionJ How can you act as a check on the executive apparatus if you boy- 
tt the local council elections? 

_ — | kn mien b , ' te» ' , 

(nswez/ Our party is active among the masses and is studying their problems. 

[The executive bodies receive all of the party's suggestions concerning various 
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issues, these matters are documented, and solutions are found for these 
issues. Participation and monitoring are both taking place here. 


[Znewer] Mr ‘Abd-al-Wahhab: There is one important point to be made con- 
erning participation by the party, which is unrepresented in the local coun- 
cils, when it comes to serving the masses. It is the matter of our affinity. 
inere is a great difference between representing the party and representing 


the nation. 


Party activities and occasions are for the party alone. National activities 
and occasions, however, are something which is supposed to involve all the 
parties. But the Labor Party does not have the opportunity to participate 
in national festivities and celebrations. 


When we request a permit to hold a congress, or when we ask for resources 
to set up camps [for party activitieg/, or when we ask to participate in 
national campaigns such as cleanliness campaigns, this is not allowed. 
However, the fact that all of us are Egyptians means that no discrimination 
‘nould be allowed between one party and anéther. 


ihe Supreme Youth Council now provides its services only to the young people 
associated with the NDP. The council, however, was established to serve all 
of the young people of Egypt. We have asked them to help us in many of our 
youth activities, but they have never responded. 


Hot Summer Elections 
[Juestiog/ Will the Labor Party in Asyut enter the People's Assembly elec- 


tior next summer? 


d next November, will decide this matter. However, we are prepared to 
this. Our voter bases in Asyut are so strong that, if elections were held 
ere in an atmosphere of democracy, I do not believe that anyone could defeat 


[Anewer] Mr Farghali: The party's general national congress, which will be 
“ 


is. ihe Manfalut election district, for example, is a place where the Labor 
Party enjoys overwhelming popularity. But even today we still have no party 


neadquarters there. 
Maj Gen Zaki Badr, the governor of Asyut, has promised to arrange for the 
establishment of a headquarters for our party, and we are grateful to him for 


this promise. Nevertheless, this promise still has not been kept. 


(Questiog/ If everyone both in the government and in the opposition is en- 


—_* 

leavoring to work toward the creation of a better future for political activity 
= ae ‘ — ‘ ‘ ‘ 4 

[in Egypt/, why is this not being achieved? 


wer) Mr ‘Abd-al-Wahhab: Every party must win at least & percent of the 
te ast [jn order to be represented in the People's Assembly/. ‘The NDP 
nefits from this because it guarantees that the NDP--even before the 
lectior begin--will have 36 seats in the People’s Assembly. Even if those 
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in the opposition receive this percentage of votes, what can they accomplish 
when the People's Assembly has a total membership of 4487 


/Answery/ Mr Farghali: ‘The various parties must be provided with headquar- 
ters. The only headquarters which we have is the one in the city of Asyut. 
We pay the rent for this headquarters out of our own pockets, But in the 
various subdivisions of the governorate we do not have any party centers. 

The authorities have promised to provide us with party headquarters in Abu 
Tij, al-Ghanayim, and Manfalut. This situation is something which is a 
violation of the principle of justice and equality among the political 
parties. The NDP has headquarters and telephones in every village throughout 
the governorate, 


[End of interview with Labor Party Leaderg/ 
The NPUG: "Limited Presence" 


We also held an interview with Salah Farraj, the secretary of the NPUG 

in Asyut, and his initial comments were the following: "The proportional 
list system is an effort to correct the mistakes of the individual election 
system. this system is something new in our political life, and it will, 
for some time, be a system which is unfamiliar to the masses until the bene- 
fits of this system are shown in practice, For this reason I support the 
proportional list system which is free of any restrictions which would affect 
the normal results of elections. Such a system provides us with representa- 
tion which corresponds to the size of all of the political forces, It 1s in 
Eyypt's interest that all political forces participate in the making of its 
political policy." 


/Tuestiog7 Does the NPUG have an opinion concerning the method of choosing the 
list of candidates which is different from the opinions expressed by the other 
parties? 


[Answer] This is a matter which the national central apparatus of the party 
is giving its attention to, and we do not wish to have each party apparatus 

in each governorate have its own independent and individual opinion concerning 
this matter. But I feel that the most important prerequisites for a represen- 
tative from our party should be that he believes in the party platform, he is 
committed to the opinions espoused by the party, he understands the history 
and culture of the people whom he represents, and he understands the changes 
in the world which are going on around him, 


(Questiop/ Has the boycott of the elections negatively affected the NPUG 


in Asyut? 


[Answeg] The opposition parties boycotted the Advisory Council and local 
courcil elections not in order to achleve some particular goal of their own, 
They also did not do this for purposes of political manipulation and in order 
to impose the will of the minority on the ortlentations followed by the 
majority, as the party in power claims. The objective was to attempt to 











retorm the election situation. The manner in which elections had been held 
for the last quarter of a century finally became transformed into something 
which did not enjoy the confidence of the masses. 


Because of this, the opposition parties’ boycott of the elections was 

an effort to look out for the public interest by challenging some o! the 
practices which dominate the atmosphere in which the elections are held. 
Seen from this point of view, the boycott has not been something which has 
negatively affected the party at all. 


[Duestiop7 Does the NPUG have any presence to speak of in the governorate 
of Asyut? 


[Fnewer] The party has been subjected to a vicious campaign which has 
resulted in the fact that its presence in the governorate'’s political arena 
is limited. Nevertheless, our party's strength will continue to grow and 
it will make its presence felt in spite of everything. 


Unfortunately our party suffers from the fact that it does not have party 
headquarters locations in important governorates such as the governorate of 
Asyut, where it has no headquarters even in the capital city of the yovernor- 
ate. This situation is true with the exception of the party headquarters in 
Sahil Salim, and this is because of a particular circumstance which existed 
among the people of that subdivision of the governorate. ‘This circumstance 
was the fact that these people had previously engaged in organized political 
activity--before the parties were organized, 


/Questiog/ Will this limited political presence play any role in the 
upcoming People's Assembly elections? 


[Answex/ Unless the situation is corrected and elections are held in an 
atmosphere of integrity and honesty, our problems will become agyravated 
and our participation in the upcoming elections will be delayed, ‘This is 
something which will harm the political life {Of our governorate/. 


In the recent past, after the 19/76 elections, we had three representatives 
in the People's Assembly. Those representatives clearly played an influential 
role in the People's Assembly. 


[in order that these problems be solved, equality of opportunity must be 
wuaranteed to all of the political parties, The reason for this is that the 
parties are not supposed to defend the interests of their members, but rather 
they are supposed to deal with the problems of our nation, If we have a 
normal and tranquil atmosphere, this is something which will lead to our 


party participating in the elections. 
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POLITICAL ATTITUDES OF ISIAMIC LEADERS DESCRIBED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 192, 15-21 Oct 83 pp 15, 16 


/article: "Important Political Developments in the Sudan: Al-Sadiq Al-Mahdi 
Defined the Foundations of Moslem Society and Was Arrested with a Group of 
Al-Ansar and Members of His Family"/ 


/Text/ The Sudanese authorities recently arrested the opposition political 
fivure al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, the leader of the al-Ansar group and former prime 
minister of the Sudan, The arrest involved 18 of al-Mahdi's aides, includ- 
ing Bakri Ahmad ‘Adil, former governor of the Kordofan region and currently 
member of the People's Assembly of the Kordofan region, Dr ‘Umar Nur-al- 
Da'im, former minister of agriculture, ‘Abd-al-Rahman al-Nur, former minister 
of culture and information, and ‘Abd-al-Rasul Mahdi, currently a member of 
the Kordofan region assembly, The arrest also included some leaders of the 
al-Ansar affairs bureau, Khalid Muhammad Ibrahim, chief of the bureau, and 
his assistant, ‘Abdallah Muhammad Ahmad, This bureau is concerned with reg- 
ulating the affairs of the al-Ansar group and was established after the 
national reconciltation which took place in the Sudan, The arrest also in- 
cluded some members of Imam al-Mahdi's family, Nasr-al-din al-Hadi al-Mahd1, 
the son of the former imam of the al-Ansar, and Mubarak ‘Abdallah al-Padi* 
al-Mahdi, as well as LO followers of al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, including some 
Khartoum University students, 


Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi delivered a speech on the occasion of the blessed Lesser 
Bayram in which he expressed his viewpoint on the most recent decrees issued 
by President Ja'far Numayri on the application of some laws derived from 
Islamic law, 


The arrest of al-Sadiq al-Mahdi and his group has caused some turmoil in the 
political atmosphere, which had seemed to be quiet in the years following 
the national reconciliation in the Sudan that led to participation in the 
government by some opposition figures. Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi stayed outside 

the regime, but maintained a truce with it and did not involve himself in 
any activity that was supportive of or hostile to the regime. Ome can say 
that the most recent decrees President Numayri has declared, and those in 
particular that are related to the application of Islamic law, turned a 
large page in the life of the May revolution which al-Numayri led in 1969, 





and permitted a stage to begin which will of necessity leave its marks on 
the political future of the Sudan, By the criteria of profit and loss for 
President Numayri's regime, it was a bold, significant move. 


President Numyri's regime has tried earnestly, since the May 1969 revolu- 
tion, to wive concrete form to all the slogans that had been raised on the 
political stage since independence during the stages of democratic liberal- 
ism and the struggle among parties for power in the Sudan. In the charter 
of the revolution, he asserted his commitment to the democratic platform and 
the pursuit of a socialist Line in the economic and social system. He then 
responded to the aspirations of the southerners, and ethnic minorities for 
regional sovereignty by establishing regional government, and then codified 
the currents of political union with Egypt that had been in existence, there- 
by establishing the platform of political and economic action and most recent- 
ly the charter of integration between the two countries, The regime adopted 
a special form of democracy which was concentrated on the formla of alliance 
among forces and entities taking part in national construction and, from its 
first days, resolved the issue of the probable co-optation of the extreme 
left currents in the regime in the Sudan, 


During the second term of his regime, President Numayri brought the good news 
that he was following the Islamic platform, then prepared for that in the 
program of his third term when he clearly expressed his commitment to proceed 
in this direction, 


Observers agree that President Numayri's decision to follow the Islamic plat- 
form was 4 smart stroke and an important one as well. This measure prompted 
the [Islamic tendencies in student areas (especially the Society of Moslem 
Brothers, who owe allegiance to Dr Hasan ‘Abdallah al-Turabi, who shares in 
the power at its highest levels) to call what happened a "revolution;"” they 
went alony with the cavalcade, held symposia and sent cables, until it ap- 
peared to organizations in the Sudanese Socialist Union (the ruling political 
organization in the Sudan) that the rug would be pulled out from under their 
feet. Their reaction was very wary, bearing two statements issued by the 
organization, one stressing that these decrees were decrees of the political 
organization and were part of the contents of the comprehensive political 
program of President Numayri's third term, while the second bluntly warned 
that President Numayri's decrees on the application of Islamic law "were not 
the monopoly of a specific group and did not need tutelage from anyone." 


The al-Khatmilyah group, under the leadership of its two heads, Muhammad 
'Uthman al-Mirghani and Ahmad al-Mirghani, expressed a frank opinion for the 
first time since al-Numayri came to power (if we exclude the positions on 
inteyration with Egypt), which was that it supported these decrees. In addi- 
tion, Ahmad al-Mahdi's group of the al-Ansar supported and declared its 
vlessings for the step which al-Numayri had taken, 


The personnel in the Democratic Federation took two positions: one group 
merged with al-Numayri'’s regime and participated in government through its 
organizations and political institutions, while the other group, that is, 

















the remainder of Sharif al-Hindi's supporters abroad, still adhered to its 
position of opposition. 


The Pillars of Moslem Soctety 


Two groups concerned with this issue reined on the political stage, and 
people's attention continue to be fixed on them following the issuance of 
these decrees, These were al-Sadiq al-Mahdi and his aides, and the Society 
of Moslem Brothers under the leadership of Sadiq ‘Abdallah ‘Abd-al-Majid. 


Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, who is 48, held the position of prime minister of the 
Sudan in 1966 and was arrested on the charge of high treason in 1969, when 
President Numayri came to power. He was then exiled to Egypt, in 1970, 

went back to the Sudan and was arrested again in February 1972, was released 
in April 1974, then was exiled after being accused of leading an armed at- 
tempt to overthrow the regime in July 1976. He stayed outside the Sudan un- 
til 1977, when he made a reconciliation with President Numayri, 


However, he once again declared, in early 1982, after the student disturb- 
ances caused by the economic difficulties, that the national reconciliation 
process which he had entered into with al-Numayri was in abeyance because 

the regime had not committed itself to carrying out the changes that had been 
agreed upon, However, he stressed his determination to work inside the Sudan 
as long as there was the freedom to move and act, 


Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi seized the occasion of the blessed Lesser Bayram to pive a 
speech in which he expressed his support for the recent decrees al-Numayri 
had issued , on the one hand, while at the same time asserting his own opin- 
fon, which considers that there are circumstances which mst be fulfilled if 
one is to round out the picture of Moslem society. In his speech, al-Sadiq 
al-Mahdi said that a group of Moslems had seen fit to set out a thorough 
declaration of the features of the Islamic system and to publish that in a 
document by which the people who wanted to establish an Islamic system would 
be guided, closing the door on people who raised Islamic slogans and applied 
Islamic slogans in part, failing to put matters in their proper places and 
indeed harming the call to Islam itself. He added, "This month the president 
of the Sudan issued Islamic legislation and shut down the bars; we welcome 
this measure and every measure that adds to the grandeur of God's inviolable 
premises and closes the door to corruption. We believe that organizing 
public Life on the basis of Islam is a popular demand which we believe in and 
the masses of the Sudanese people believe in. Islamic penalties are matters 
by which the legislators intend to protect the Islamic system itself, will be 
effective only as pillars for protecting the Islamic system itself, and are 
just and wlse components of the equations and conditions which Islam has set 
forth,” 


Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi defined his position by stating that the establishment of 
an Islamic system demands that one turn toward justice, freedom of opinion, 
the guarantee of confidence and security, and the attainment of the principle 
of consultation. He said that justice in Islam was not a theoretical matter 
but that Islamic societies, following the first era, frequently relinquished 





its applicatlon, to the point where some people forgot it and forgot their 
duties, and it even seemed to some orientalists and their adherents that 
Islam was the source of the tyranny, oppression and social injustice observed 
in the East. Al-Mahdi stated, “Justice in Islam is founded on carefully 
studied bases, and Moslems who are aware of the facts of their religion 
realize that full well. The rules of justice in Islam are first of all that 
God nas been gracious to man and has banished coerciveness from him; there- 
fore he is entitled to honor and freedom, Second, God has made it obligatory 
that the affairs of the devout be consultation among themselves, that consul- 
tation lead to justice, and that consultation makes acting in the name of 
sthers mand«tory, mar, with whom God be pleased, stated: ‘Let anyone who 
sees crookedness in me straighten me out.’ He thanked God for that. It was 
said that ‘Umar became the Lord of a people and found them in a state of re- 
belilon. They made a complaint to him, based on a holy verse prohibiting 
esplonage, and he released them, That is the principle of the sovereignty 

of the law, It is the principle that guarantees the independence of the 
judictary, because the judiciary is the guardian of the law, and the guardian 
of the law mist be safe and not fear to render judgment justly. Freedom, 
acting in the name of others, the sovereignty of the law and the independence 
of the judiciary are elements that guarantee political justice and proper 
conditions for consultation, 


"Third, God has made it mandatory that wealth belong to all the people. 
[Individuals should possess it, if they do possess it, through acts of the 
mind, art and the body, The government and individuals are asked to round 

it out and develop it to the farthest Limits of growth and it should be an 
instrument to perform a social function in the hands of the government and 
individuals so that just balanced development may be realized which will sat- 
isfy people's needs at the minimum and prevent profligacy at the maximum, 


‘Fourth, almighty glorious God has made it mandatory that people be brothers 
and that their social relations be ones of affection, mercy and solidarity,in a 
manner which will make reality of the sayings of the prophet, on whom be pray- 
ers and peace, ‘The faith of none of you will be perfected until you love your 
srothers as you love yourself,‘ 


“Fifth, domestie justice should be founded on an international justice guaran- 
teeing the freedom of the call to religion, preventing aggression and basing 
relations among people on foundations of affection," 


in his speech, al-Sadiq al-Mahdi reached the summary conclusion that the 
penalties of Islam are an integral part of its system, which is equitable in 
the distribution of political power and economic wealth and the establishment 
of soctal solidarity, in the context of the comprehensiveness of the road to 
Islam, He called for a commitment to the living national religious heritage 
whieh Lmam Muhammad Ahmad al-Mahdi and his successors and the imams of the 
al-Ansar group behind him had bequeathed, One of the most prominent charac- 
teristics of this levacy was the style of calling for God through what was the 
best, and the application of its provistons, while observing the circumstances 
of time and place, on the basis of condemming the creation of factions and 
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political parties, realizing the freedoms of the people, and preserving their 
dignity and consultation among them, as he put it. 


Leadership of the Al-Ansar 


In his talk, al-Sadiq addressed himself to the subject of the dispute over 
the leadership of the al-Ansar and the question of whom the position of its 
imam should go to, which Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Rahman al-Mahdi, who has good ties 
with President Numayri's regime, is fighting with him about. Al-Sadiq said, 
"Some people are sympathetic over the disputes that occur among the al-Ansar, 
but [ would Like to tell everyone that the mind of the al-Ansar, the heart 

of the al-Ansar and the body of the al-Ansar are sound, in spite of the dirt 
that is being stirred up here and there for reasons and motives which are 
totally alien to the al-Ansar," 


Al-Sadiq concluded his statement by saying, "The state and the circumstances 
of the Sudan today, which people are observing, require that true national 
unity be established, a unity founded on frank principles which people believe 
in, which inspire their enthusiasm, which possess their conviction, which they 
can respond to truthfully and properly, and in whose being they can partici- 
pate in reviving religion and reforming society," 


Observers believe that this speech was the straw that broke the camel's back 
and led to the divorce not just between al-Sadiq and the regime he had made 

& reconciliation with but also between him and former allies, especially some 
Islamic tendencies, The government newspaper AL-AYYAM published a lengthy 
article dealing with the repercussions of the latest decrees, stating, in one 
paragraph, “The ball is now in the court of al-Sadiq al-Mahdi and his group, 
especially since he fastened himself to the cart of the Islamic revival in 
recent years, became one of its writers and speakers in international and re- 
yional podiums, and even domestically, and is exerting efforts to build his 
soclety on the Islamic platform, Therefore, he has to come out of his silence 
and seem to be responsive to the step that President Numayri has taken, or 
else his credibility vis-a-vis the Islamic awakening and Islamic action in 
general will be subject to review domestically and abroad, The challenge 
still exists, and its repercussions will of necessity appear in the domestic 
context, that is, within the group itself. Om top of all that, a suspicion 
may loom over al-Sadiq al-Mahdi and others that he seeks personal glory, does 
not have any ideas, calling or program, and consequently has perhaps lost his 
reserve of popularity, especialiy since he concluded the contract of national 
reconciliation previously but did not complete its mission, or is smashing 
its symbols and emblems at a time when we find that some of his partners from 
the past have absorbed a fact, which is, ‘If he does not realize most of it, 
ve will not abandon all of it,’ and have taken what was available and waited 
to harvest the virtues of patience and forbearance, However, al-Sadigq al- 
Mahdi is still waiting for the ‘absent’ solution, which has perhaps come to 
seem very remote,'"’ 


Changing the Name of the Republic of the Sudan 


[f that is the position of al-Sadiq al-Mahdi and the views of his opponents, 
wnat is the position of Sadiq ‘Abdallah ‘Abd-al-Majid, Dr Muhammad ‘Abdallah 





al-Turabi's competitor for the leadership of the Moslem brothers, whose 
society nas preferred to distance itself from participation in power, contrary 
to what al-Turabi and his aides have done? AL-MAJALLAH contacted him and he 
commented by stating, ‘There are two different positions, one connected to a 
position of principle regarding participation in the government agencies until 
the other position has dealt with a matter that is more vital and has a great- 
er effect on human life. The former in my opinion has become an obstacle and 
will soon be eliminated and disappear, in spite of the effects it will leave 
behind; therefore my position on it has been and still is a firm one of prin- 
ciple. The decrees that have been issued recently meet with our full satis- 
faction and acceptance, because they are a pioneering step which illuminates 

a road which for many years has continued to be shrouded in dense shadow, a 
step which has given this forbearing people hope and has illuminated a future 
that is more brilliant and confident under the aegis of God, after it had 

been squeezed empty by fear, hunger, and a shortage of money, lives and re- 
wards. At the start of the road, the whole matter must be clear as the sun 
and established among all the people with truth, justice and balance. Other- 
wise, the yield of the Islamic experiment will be negative." 


On the possibility that these decrees might give them room to take part in 
the government agencies, Sadiq ‘Abd-al-Majid said, ‘The positive nature of 
the evaluation is the positive nature of the principles which I continued to 
believe in and to call for decades before their issuance now. I continued to 
derive all my positions from the loftiness and from the positive nature of 
these principles, and I do not consider that the issuance of these decrees 
means that they are fully packed bays whose capacity will meet the needs of 
everyone who offers the price, even if that price is participation; rather, 
they are a divine commitment to every Moslem who through his works seeks God's 
satisfaction, which therefore obligates him to obey or rebel against the 
yuardian.”’ 


Sadiq ‘Abd-al-Majid says that the Socialist Union is "a formlation which the 
circumstances of the course of the nature of governance in the country made 
mandatory at a specific stage, but it is no longer the optimum formulation 

for the country. We hope that the sequence of actual full application of 
[siam will continue, starting with the name of the country, which must bear 
the name ‘Islamic’ rather than ‘Democratic’ Republic of the Sudan, passing 
through the firm establishment of the notions of brotherhood, mercy, consulta- 
tion, justice, freedom and equality in people's spirits and the actual condi- 
tion of their Lives, and ending with the formulation of the Moslem individual 
who is attached to God. The Socialist Union is an instrument which is valid 
in a country of socialists, but the ‘Islamic’ Union is truly the comprehensive 
formula for all Moslems, now that it is being reformlated in accordance with 
a sound [slamic viston far removed from the pitfalls of siogans and exploita- 
tion by opportunists, because its meaning must be embodied in its title Lf 
Islam is the truth and the meaning, there is now no place, in the stage of 
transition, for socialism or democracy, in their prevalent sense, to be a 
title for the truth of Islam, At that point, the Moslems who are linked and 
united by belief, end and means, will meet in an Islamic manner far removed 
from all the negative features of the compromise structure which now exists 

in the Socialist Union.” 





On the circumstances and timing in which these decrees were declared, Sadiq 
"Abdallah ‘Abd-al-Majid replied by stating, "Sudanese public opinion is a 
most sensitive and discerning instrument, and I do not see anything that can 
deprive it of this fact in its evaluation of and the weight it gives matters. 
However, what I[ feel is that the serious steps, beginning with the execution 
of the first stave of application of Islamic penalties, make us put much hope 
in the followup of the process of the application of all Islamic principles 
and provisions in the varlous aspects of life in the country. Je may now 
have a clearer vision so that Islam can assume its path in the actual condi- 
tion of the people, and perhaps the road is better prepared for following up 
on the determination that [slam state its opinion on various issues, and how 


many of those are there!" 


On the obstacles that might stand in the way of the application of these laws, 
he said, "[ do not see that there is anything standing in the way of the full 
application of Islamic law in the Sudan, If the situation is different from 
that, that is becauge of the traditional enemies of Islam one place or another.” 


He concluded his statement by saying, "The matter, as far as Islamic laws go, 
is no longer one of government or opposition but rather one of this whole 
people, Flexibility, comprehensiveness and breadth will guarantee that the 
obstacles to opinion will automatically dissolve, because Islam refuses to 

let the mind, thought or opinion remain imprisoned or hostage, These obstacles 
will dissolve in the context of a comprehensive Islam, and the whole way will 
be paved in one step, since there will be nothing but truth alone on that road 
at that time, and after the truth there is only waywardness,"’ 
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SUDAN 


VARIOUS AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS RECEIVE FOREIGN FINANCING 
London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 22 Sep 83 p 6 


/article: "With African Development Bank Financing, Four Projects for the 
Sudanese Agricultural Bank in the Agriculture and Fishing Sectors Valued at 
$8 Million"'/ 


/Text/ The Sudanese Agricultural Bank has come to play an important role in 
the light of the new economic policy in the country, which has the goal of 
limiting imports and relying on innate resources. Thus the Agricultural 
Bank's role has been restricted to encouraging small producers who are 
farmers, fishermen and shepherds and adopting projects that are of use to 
them. 


For this reason, the Sudanese Agricultural Bank is submitting an application 
to the African Development Bank to finance a group of projects. Agreement 
has been given to the financing of four specific projects in the agriculture 
and fishing sectors. The overall size of the agreement concluded with the 

African Development Bank is about US $8.5 million, in the form of a loan to 
the Agricultural Bank, which will play its part by dispensing money to these 
small projects, which are: 


1. The project for fishermen in Lake al-Nubah, the White Nile and the Blue 
Nile, costing 300,000 Sudanese pounds of the African Development Bank loan, 
the dollar amount of which is equivalent to 188,000 Sudanese pounds. About 
100 fishermen will benefit from this project. 


2. The project for private pump owners, costing 5.28 million Sudanese 
pounds, of which the African Development Bank will pay the equivalent of 
5,106,000 Sudanese pounds in dollars. Four thousand farmers working on an 
area of 40,000 feddans will benefit from this project. 


3. The project on tobacco farms in Juba, covering an area of 9,000 feddans 
and costing 1.1 million Sudanese pounds, 


The loan includes payment of part of the cost, estimated at the equivalent 
of 570,000 pounds, in dollars. Three thousand farmers will benefit from 
this project. 
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4, The project on tobacco farmers in Zalinji, covering an area of 4,500 fed- 
dans, with a total cost of 1,767,000 Sudanese pounds. Of this cost, the 
Development Bank loan will finance the equivalent of 1,012,000 pounds, and 
900 farmers will benefit from this project. 


Thus the African Development Bank loan is to cover about 80 percent of the 
total cost of these projects, which is estimated at about 8,447,000 Sudanese 
pounds, 


An Economic Study on Fish Production 


The first project, bearing on fishermen, has received attention from the 
Sudanese Agricultural Bank, which prepared an integrated study on the econonr- 
ics of fish production in Lake al-Nubah and the possibility for bank partici- 
pation in this area, 


Bank specialists have made a field survey of the Lake al-Nubah area in the 
northern Sudan and southern Egypt, through which they were able to ascertain 
the views of fishing boat owners and fishermen and learn about the problems 
facing them. This study suggested that it was necessary to supply these 
fishermen with modern wooden fishing boats supplied with engines, nets and 
fishing equipment. The Agricultural Bank will finance the process of buying 
these boats and the fishing equipment abroad, in accordance with the African 
Development Bank loan, and these boats will be distributed to the fishermen 
by a cooperative society in whose membership they will be included, to be 
called the Halaf Daghim Cooperative Society. The Sudanese Agricultural Bank 
will establish a branch for itself in the town of Wadi Halfa, on the shores 
of this lake, to supervise this project, which in the future will also in- 
clude the construction of a 10-ton refrigerator and freezer in Wadi Halfa, 
the construction of a cooler to preserve the frozen fish with a capacity of 
50,000 tons of fish, the construction of a tin and wood canopy, the provision 
of fish cutting and dressing equipment, the provision of 10 large steamers 
with a capacity of 5 deadweight tons each supplied with refrigeration equip- 
ment, and the construction of a warehouse to preserve fish in the city of 
Khartoum with a capacity of 30,000 tons of fish shipped to Khartoum from 
Lake al-Nubah for consumption by the inhabitants of the Sudanese capital. 


Modern Fishing Methods 


This project is basically aimed at replacing traditional fishing patterns 
with modern fishing methods. The deterioration of the old wooden boats the 
fishermen are using how has been observed, along with the difficulty and 
slowness in using them in a production process which is not remunerative. 
The first stage of the project will be carried out in 3 years. The Agri- 
cultural Bank will finance the import of 50 fishing boats the first year and 
25 in each of the second and third years. 


The Sudanese Agricultural Bank will try to find foreign financing for the 
second stage of the project, which is aimed at providing financing for the 
freezer and coolers in Wadi Halfa and Khartoum, at a cost of about 

760,000 pounds. 


Tremendous Fish Resources 


Feasibility studies justify the establishment of this sort of project, and 
other productive projects, in the Lake al-Nubah area, which is rich in fish 
resources and can yield an annual production of 4,200 tons, calculating the 
number of production days at 250 a year and estimating the productivity of 
the fishing in the lake at 17 tons a day, Current production in the case 
of the government fishing organization and the private sector is calculated 
at less than 1,000 tons a year, 


The establishment of the project to finance the fishermen in this area will 

lead to an estimated increase in production in the lake of about 2,688 tons 

in the first year, which wiil rise to 3,360 tons the second year, then reach 
4,022 tons the third year of the project. 
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SUDAN 


GOVERNMENT OPPOSITION TO PRIVATE INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY REVIEWED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 191, 8-14 Oct 83 p 48 


/Article: "Who Is Behind the Decree Freezing Private Industrial Concessions 
in the Sudan?''/ 


/Text/ The council of the Sudanese Federation of Industries held an excep- 
tional meeting before the blessed Lesser Bayram holiday in the presence of 
all its members, who come to about 337, to discuss the decree of the minister 
of state for finance and the economy cancelling the concessions granted for 
imported raw materials used in various local industries. 


A source in the federation pointed out that the call for the meeting was 
made after it became apparent that the abrogation of the exemptions from 
customs duties and other levies on raw materials used in the industry would 
lead to a terrible increase in the prices of products manufactured locally. 
For example, he pointed out that the price of a piece of soap which is cur- 
rently sold for 25 piasters would come to about 42 piasters. 


The source added that the decree of the minister of state for finance, by 
which he froze the industrial concessions on imported industrial ingredients 
and raw materials supplementary to industry, was basically issued in an at- 
tempt to meet the financial deficit in the general government budget, which 
is in excess of 200 million pounds, as a result of a previous decree suspend- 
ing the importation of about 35 luxury goods such as various canned goods, 
electric appliances and so forth, in the context of the program of economic 
and financial concentration and the new credit policy which was announced 
last month. In this meeting, Mr Fath-al-Rahman al-Bashir, chairman of the 
federation, presented the efforts made with officials regarding the minister 
of state's decree eliminating the concessions granted to industry on the 
basis of a previous law, and pointed out that private sector plants contrib- 
uted 150 million pounds to the public treasury last year in the form of pro- 
duction levies, although they were operating at just 25 percent of their 
productive capacity. He stated that if the private plants were able to work 
at their maximum capacity, the revenues from production levies to the govern- 
ment's benefit would come to 600 million pounds. 


It is worth mentioning that the minister of state's decree freezing the in- 
dustrial concessions for the private sector factories excludes materials 








used in the production of sugar, pharmaceuticals, textiles and materials 
imported by the Chevron International Oil Company. 


A number of businessmen spoke at this meeting. Some Launched an attack on 
the International Monetary Fund and accused it of being behind the policy 

of crushing industry and development in the developing countries, as a basic 
goal for Linking these countries to the wheel of its weil known policies, 
while others called for the adoption of a decisive stand regarding these de- 
crees and stated that the government's decrees jad ceased to take adequate 
consideration of the industrial sector, in spite of its importance, because 
industrialists had accustomed officials to believe that they would accept 
any decree without the least challenge or opposition, 


The discussion at the meeting was characterized by passion and frank talk. 
Through it, it became apparent that the ivdustrialists in the private sector 
complain that a clear philosophy of econonic deveiopment in the country is 
lacking, that this situation has kept foreign investments from working in 
the Sudan, and that the investment law is violated with utmost ease by the 
ministerial decrees, which do not view tne consequences and dimentions of 
things, 
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SUDAN 


NEW MOVES DETALLED TO IMPROVE TEXTILE INDUSTRY 
London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 13 Sep 83 p 5 


/article: "Attempts To Revive the Textile Industry and Export Sudanese 
Spinning to Europe"'/ 


/Text/ The Sudan is witnessing brisk activity to revive and increase the 
productive capability of domestic industries, especially in the cotton 
spinning and textile sector. Import republican decrees were issued in the 
month of August to support this industry. Among the most important of these 
decrees were one allocating 50 percent of raw Sudanese cotton for sale to 
Textile industries at prices below the price at which they are exported out- 
side the country, and one remedying the financial problems arising from the 
accumulation of debts in the textile factories, by scheduling these debts 

to banks and permitting a subsidiary company to enter into these factories 
at a proportion not to exceed 25 percent, with the debts of each factory to 
be handled separately. In general, however, the Sudanese banks will start 
granting these factories bank facilities and turning the factories into gov- 
ernment companies, This will accompany other administrative measures that 
have been adopted to turn the government textile factortes into companies, 
The al-Hasahisa textile plant has actually been recorded in the company reg- 
ister, and the Textile Organization, the government organization which had 
been supervising six government plants, has been registered as a holding 
company called the General Spinning Company Limited, 


Other measures related to the formation of boards of directors of textile 
compantes (formerly government companies) have also been discussed, and the 
process of transferring the directors of these factories and choosing new 
directors in some other companies is now underway, It has been decided to 
grant freedom of administration to all these factories to adopt independent 
decisions without referring to higher bodies such as the abrogated parent 
company or the Ministry of Industry. Freedom of decisionmaking is needed 

in each factory in order to break this industry's enslavement to the bonds 
of red tape and bureaucracy which are obstructing their vrowth and to avoid 
losses which might arise from slowness in the process of adopting sound de- 
cisions. Conversely, the management of each sector will have a great respon- 
sibility of making the operation a success and bringing it to higher produc- 
tive capacities in the Light of present circumstances, The measure of 
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success will be the profit and loss, and each factory will meet its own ex- 
penses, The subsidization policy which the Sudanese government has followed 
was suspended when the general budget went into effect last July, Therefore, 
each factory must work to reduce its production costs while increasing pro- 
duction volumes to achieve a reasonable profit margin. 


Exporting Spinning 


In this regard, 2 review will constantly be made of company and factory 
management to ascertain its degree of effectiveness and proper exploitation. 
A delegation of textile industry officials returned to the country recently 
after a tour of Switzerland, West Germany, Britain and Austria to investi- 
gate the export of Sudanese cotton spinning to these countries and importers’ 
quality specification requirements, This delegation encountered a readiness 
and desire to buy Sudanese production. However, plant production was sus- 
pended recently as a result of the cutoff of their electricity owing to the 
severe drop in hydroelectric power generated because the intake of the tur- 
bines of the al-Damazine Reservoir on the Blue Nile was blocked with thick 
silt, resulting in intensified, ongoing cleaning activities to ward off the 
threat that the Blue Nile would flood the generating turbines with silt, 
shrubs and trees, As a result, some plants resorted to installing giant im- 
ported diesel generators, One should bear in mind that the installation pro- 
cess takes a long time, and the generating machinery requires maintenance, 
In actuality, this situation has resulted in the postponement of the execu- 
tion of the plan to reform the textile industry, to the point where some 
plants, such as the al-Hasahisa textile mill, have been compelled to have 
workers take their annual vacations on a compulsory basis, in hopes of call- 
ing them back to work by Sudanese radio when the electric current is re- 
stored, 


The Problems of Industry 


Because of the cutoff of electricity, the factories have lost large amounts 
of production capacity, The problem of the constant cutoff of electricity 
supplies is the very one the abovementioned study referred to, in addition 
to shortage of the fuel ofl needed to operate the reserve generators in the 
plants, Because electricity was not hooked up, the start of production in 
the Port Sudar spinning mill was delayed; the resolution of this problem is 
the first requirement if the textile industry is to flourish. Not all 
plants Lie within the national electricity grid, but the solution demands 
that some cf them be brought into it, such as the Kusti mill, in order to 
reduce the production costs resulting from the severe rise in gasoline 
prices and the costs of transporting it to run the plant's own generator. 
There also is a recommendation to supply the al-Sadaqah textile mill (in al- 
Hasahisa) with an electric transformer to overcome the problem of irregular- 
ity in the electric current and the high loss of production arising from 
that, especially in the spinning stage, and the high costs of maintenance 
and repair. 














The study points to the need to set up gasoline depots in factory areas that 
are far away from the national grid, such as Kadaqli and Mangala. 


In addition to the problem of the cutoff of electricity, there are other 
problems related to the shortage of spare parts, chemicals, and other aux- 
iliary materials. A feasibility study was carried out on these under the 
supervision of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, with 
the objective of erecting a central workshop to manufacture spare parts. 

In addition, the establishment of a center to train the workers in the tex- 
tile industries and a quality control center, on which the Industrial Develop- 
ment Organization has also prepared feasibility studies, will help reduce 

the shortage in the trained labor required for these plants as a result of 
circumstances of continuous emigration. 


Other Policies 


In the face of unequal competition between foreign and local textile, knit- 
wear and readymade clothing producers, the government has embraced a long- 
range policy to prevent the smuggling of cloth into the country by tighten- 
ing up surveillance and penalties on smigglers. One result of the drop in 
prices of raw Sudanese cotton sold to local textile factories will be the 
grant of an opportunity to Sudanese cotton cloth to compete with imported 
equivalents through its lower price, since the former will be cheaper, and 
the latter more expensive, by bearing high customs duties whose purpose is 
to protect domestic output. 


At present there are no less than 10 government and 10 private sector tex- 
tile mills in the Sudan, alongside 47 plants that are starting construction 
and production and 46 plants to produce women's clothing, veils and scarves. 
According to the industrial reform plan, these factories must reach their 
macimsm capacity of raw and ready-made cloth, which is estimated at 344,5 
million meters a year, 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


ANSAK LEADER, AIDES ARRESTED--The recent arrest of Sadiq al Mahdi, the former 
Sudanese prime minister, came at a time when the Numeiri regime had anriounced 
the release of 13,000 prisoners from Sudanese prisons. Sadiq al Mahdi was ar- 
rested after he had delivered a speech about government practices and policies, 
which he said were based on "misguidance" and "false promises." In the speech 
he criticised Numeiri's attempts to portray himself as "a pious, Cod-fearing 
and virtuous ruler. lHe said that all the measures taken by Numeiri were for 
‘personal publicity, and the Sudanese people would not benedit from them.’ 
Sadiq al ltiahdi said that "the Sudanese people were suffering, and the pouriny 
of cans of alcoholic beverages into the waters of the Nile would not wipe out 
their misery.” A number of Sadiq al Mahdi's political aides were arrested with 
him; also detained were Umar Nur ad Daim, former agriculture minister, Abdur 
Reliman an Nur, a Supreme Court judge; Ahmad Husayn Nasr ad Din al Hadi: Ali 
Jadallah Mubarak Abdullah; and Mahdi Muhammad Ahmad. The Islamic Council in 
London has criticised the arrests. [Text] [East Burnham ARABIA THE ISLAMIC 
WOVLD REVIEW in English No 27, Nov 83 p 33] 
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TUNISIA 


POLITICAL LEADER DISCUSSES DOMESTIC, ARAB LSSUES 
Tunis AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 22 Sep 83 pp 1-3 


Interview with Ahmed Mestiri, Secretary General of the Movement otf Socialist 
Democrats: "In an Exclusive Interview Ahmed Mestiri Tells AL-MUSTAQBAL, ‘Our Move- 
ment Is Pursuing the Course It Chose To Kealize Its Objectives’ "'} 


Text; “Economic and political reality in Tunisia does not 
inspire optimism.” 

"What is required is that the Greater Arab Mayhreb become 
basically the Mayhreb of the people and not merely the Mayhreb 
of the rulers." 

"Building an Arab society that is politically and economically 


democratic is the satest way to liberation." 


This was the tirst time tor Ahmed Mestiri, the secretary general of the Movement 
of Socialist Democrats |MDS; to grant an interview to our newspaper, AL-MUSTAQBAL. 


[hat fact in itselt makes the interview assume the proportions of an event as tar 
a5 Our movement and its fiyhters in all areas and reyions are concerned. As we 
beyin a new political year the interview assumes the proportions of an event with 
reyard to political life im yeneral. 


therefore it was not strange for the secretary general to deal with all existing 
national and pan-Arab issues in this candid and comprehensive interview. He 
presented the movement's position on those issues clearly. These issues include 
what is being said about the movement itself and the suspicions and doubts some 
people are trying to create around it. 


Question [he Arab world is yvoing through a violent crisis today. Interpreters 
and observers differ in their analysis of the reasons for that crisis and the 
extent of its danyer. What do you think are the reasons for that crisis and how 


lo you think can it be remedied? 


\nower fhe present Arab Gituation does not invite feelinys of ; optimism as 


far as the near tuture is concerned. Because Arabs lack a collective will and 


because the ndependence of their will is limited, the Arabs are controlled by 
They do not influence events even thouyvh these events interest them and 


have a direct etfect on theic present and their future. 








explain this Arab weakness? How do we explain the inability of the Arab 


(Ow j yf 
ition ¢t onfront the challenges it is facing despite the qualifications and the 
yar at aterial resources it has? How do we explain what has happened and is 
appening to the Palestinian people? How do we explain what has happened and what 
» happening in Lebanon? How do we explain Sabra and Shatila? 
ome peoole attribute this weakness to backwardness. Actually backwardness is one 
thie portant reasons tor our weakness. But backwardness here is not only the 
ickwardness of the people, it is also the backwardness of the rulers in par- 
i} af. 
ther people attribute Arab weakness to the effects of worldwide imperialism and 
o all the torms of neocolonialism. They attribute it to the practices of the 
uperpowers im many parts of the Arab homeland. These superpowers have implicitly 
reed an themselves to divide our Arab homeland into spheres of int luence 
it would be subordinate to them. This would paralyze and shackle Arab will. 
niG reason too is correct, but we must also realize that it is one of our own 
A » it you will, it ts a result of our weakness. 
ré mn powers infiltrate our countries; and tighten their control | over them, 
, takiny advantaye of their obvious vulnerabilities, particularly the tear 
lers have of the people's wrath. Such wrath is a result of social tension and 
e deterioration of economic and political conditions. 
far a4 the Arab nation is concerned--and as far aS every country is con- 
é the road to liberation is one that must yo through national action to 
1: just, peaceful and cohesive society. |National action must include 
ffort to build a national economy with sound choices; the national economy 
r be tree trom subordination, and it must depend on proper action. 
» ALS nevitable that a strong political system be established by means of 
tical and economic democracy. 
Lift i| democracy is definitely necessary. It guarantees human rights and pub- 
rties, and it is based on elected and salutary constitutional institu- 
an Arab society that is politically and economically democratic is the 
i ft way of liberation in the lony term. but in the short term, t 5 essential 
it rulers become convinced of two facts to preclude the further deterioration 
| f iT , 
ar reliance on the support of their people is the safest course for then 
r their re ne6; it i6 the best yuarantee for their nation's interests in 
/i@ws or lealin; with tne superpowers must be Changed. They must dé 
that nternational relations are built basically on mutual interests 
j that f POWRT Ge 
int that is a reater need for the other » the &AKeT irty. ra rulers 





if f ihe f ye f y sj/dress tee!l that they car iO without the Wher necessary. 


ey f iil Si AKe Ctr fee] ing Chis i6 important as | Said é€arlier-—Chat 
f res é oe ie m the support tney have trom their people and 
t f Pe . 
est t ft ¢ e the ra i ret ; experienciny a noticeable levelop 
. r i ' 1 é ,te t ‘ I i ,f I ‘ ; pi y\u CESsive meetinys iT ¥ i >it , /¥y 
fer if » Your asse ent ot that development? 
‘ rs inyt else | would like to emphasize that our ovement ove 


trie reatet rei iwnre ina ts unity. Our party considers Cre mity 


| [ ’ f iter y +i ! rf? i »Cel towar | uit} ve rsal Arad unity. 


j ive f f f if f i l¢ O} mity ixésS US WE lcome the rapvoroctié ert 
if ; cris etween the re es of the Maghreb, if one of the consequences 
mf ement will be a solution to existing problems. One of the most 
f rne sé route ) ; that of the Western Sahara. We would also welcome 
t f ! ri ' fs consequences will be action that would make the 
! tA é i ba e€ tor tor n fhe economic intevration of all 
r fre ’ ima eneractit! a network of common interests that 
' 1 / [ é [ t f r ‘56 oO} imity fro re | setback it nay surfer NEC AUSE 
et ty. Ct! ) I5,f be iccompanied by an etfort to foster 
t hie m the Mavhreb so they could develop enthusiasm for 
I it f ect tor tthe buture ind glay an actively democratic part rt 
r . % it future fnrouy Opular Oryvanizations that represent tne 
t hve rout ra penne #ould not be the Mayhreb of rulers niy; t 
iy the Mayhrehb of the peoole. 
et j t i! , i-« 11Ow AOULC YOU aS SES the existir.r >i tua 
eve { ' stances in Tunisia are suitable to the development 
ety. e& are qualit i¢ to play a leaders role in this 
mA Ce Ce ey iré jual fied to play that role DYECaUSE yt CHneir 
ra if , é muse Che percentage oF tne educated a our 
7 é ive tirmly established traditior of inave- 
ee! ce @ é muse the 40 | LaSSeS m our s<¢ ety are 
‘ f i re trove i earat oy Cre arasitic Class ] 
t i! trie ct f r y« e, ther if @OFticis piit i i 
, ‘ . {acts nor ‘ e ever ‘ of 
' . 
f f rorrne ; ‘ r i I t ,€ pA’ I 
t t CO. rva zat l ; e ; Jer ent Was a i é 
, , ‘ riat p thot ere ta , vr 
, . , ane , the esta , . , 





ré if f , pointless to enumerate the frustrations and the pETDACKS 


ere 6 ountere » we've noticed, as others have, that staynation has set 
roe f de racy af nas renpiaced the activism whic had emeryed 2 
r ° f ere mor tne first t9 welcome and support that activism. How cle 
4 e€xvlain the resumption of political trials and the persecution of tiyhters 
piers ot the Islamic Tendency Movement? How else do we explain the fact 
that the ters and leaders of that movement are lanyuishing in prison because 
t f eaS and their political activities? How do we explais Chie scandal of 
ryeries mn the elect ns’ How do we explain the government breakiny its 
r €, 4a promise t had made in a memorable and hivhly visible way to establist! 
luralism? jen the Communist Party which was fortunate enouvh to vet a 
‘ ‘ er f >» actually larvely denied the exercise of any activity. Ordinary 
t sctivity , NOW, 4% it was before, restricted to one party and to the 
rani zat > that rotate ts orbit. 
Jernment may have forgotten that ultimately those who benet it 
t ire that setback are all those people who do not believe in the use 
t 11 action and who rely on secrecy and on violence. 
t t ii af sO ii piane, there are a few basic points that are of co 
o rie ovement tf Socialist Democrats |MDS;. 
rst lt Ale ChE econo C CrisiS that the country § voir throuyvt. 
ire mclined to reyvard the world’s economic crisis as the principal 
i freas yr f if r r1 Ge 
tters Our View » that the Tunisian economy continues to be a vul 
: yo it 11 Continue fo be exposed to the upsets, Canyers ang reper 
the world crisis as long as the deep-seated problems it , sulferin 
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‘ ratio ro vet rid of the problem of unemployment. This « ra 
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t ATE Als mcerned about the injustice our citizens encounter in some turopedn 

ourtries, and we are concerned about the fluctuations which their children 
(KOET le é mas lanyvers that threaten their strenyth of character. 

é l é f «¢ ratior , only one aspect of the unemployment probl i ae) 

sf 
iny people suffer. Most of those people are youny people. 

’ t [ mf t if ’ of Concer©:ryi Lo i4--and tnis i % a new 9yoint atic a Z,ETLiOUS 

é > a te lency to weaken the public sector $0 as to heneftit the rivate yé 
for, a% , the case in the ftield of transportation, for example. 

i miverous tendency hvecause tnerée aré no indications, [Tirst, that tnere 

a cf rural reasons requiring the elimination of the public sector. It Iniic¢ 

for r i ZAC IONS or some of them--arée incompetent, tnen an effort Nnust We 
i yt ‘7 ‘ ‘ ' r ¥ a on r > oy , ‘ 
j y é mi ytnin ‘ | 66 iy gone to 0 AWAY with tine m1aAnNAYvE ent ae j -ornst 
a | 
tuft i f i} reason tor Chiat ncompeternce. 1$O0 Sore éasure o} ce etence 
{ j eote f poorme pECtTOrS, Such aS tne transportatior p9ECLOr, whic 4 
thie yervices sectors, like health ar education. ne state ist 
y ery ‘ 4 ior rere yf oule ° 
eraily Ot €qa ft it the public sector plays a principal role tne 
, jf ; [ (9UT of ‘ 4, eo | 4% fact 1% ACCEDTE j 4¥ COT fe )¢ r iy , Corie if , 
} . 
f if é . t¢ 4 i*% if jortant, essential if ] dat If lef Bis 5 rec if ‘ te t 
[ i] , t f it oO ,0 i) its lé ne NAGIC SETV ceé , Se ee et , OT tre / t ii af 
for that iy 4 leadersniop rote m the economy of tne country. 
' ‘ f ement of oCialist Vemocrats MDS is a tne tar t [ i 
if isgaults f if ave come Ire numer 1S rect > these 
‘ / ¥ (7 iad f i’ ere Loe % trie f J¢ ent Lat (IW ¢ if “4 if 
f ct f 5 nthe future?’ 
; sf enc, iy ‘ Jf ryore LTIOWS gy Oe ‘, f ta f ( - vn | * if oe, Cé is 5 . 
; j r it FA? ane t, \¢ IO t<¢ , é , ict ’ if , ‘ 44? j ‘ ‘ 
r f j é 141 Zé numerous ¢ es ft if tne fréd SF t , ft if 
f ‘ e to tnreir roa iS S5E€5 al Cneirx if r ° ‘ - V6 











that the Tunisian people have wiven us their confidence and that they've 


exoressed that confidence om numerous occasions. Ihe ost notable of those occa 
sions of ourse was that of the election which was held on the 18t of November 
IYS1. This 6S a fact that is also acknowledged by everyone. if movement is ar 
open, democratic movement that is not controlled by a narrow bureaucratic or,ani- 
zation. Our movement does not tollow clandestine ethods; it carries out its 
activities n public, and it assumes its responsibility toward the people and 
{[Owa 1 nistorye 


now would t not do that when it's a movement that vrew out of the ranks oft 
the people? ir movement is fivhtiny to vive material form to the people's 
> ? 


ambitions for democracy and socialism. Our movement is fighting to strengthen the 


suthentic cultural identity of the people, which is Arab and Islamic. 

ir movement is a vital being that moves, chanyes and yrows. Therefore, there 

» motnigr stranye about the fact that our movement, like other parties and move 
nents, 5s occasionally afflicted with some negative phenomena. There is also 
notnir Stranye about the fact that aS a movement that practices democracy and 


akes democratic choices, it is a movement wherein differences and even contlicts 


exist. What matters to us is that all the issues within the movement's orvaniza- 


t »5 are settled in a tully democratic fashion. In these cases, if it becomes 
evident to someone that his opinion is different from that ot the group, all he 


95 to do is accept the position of the majority atter discussion and analysis 
within the lepal organizations of the movement. If he cannot accept the opinion 
f the majority, he may leave the movement. We do not torce anyone to Stay in thie 


Jemer , mor do we arbitrarily remove anyone from the movement. 


ecause ot its presence on the scene and because of ts importance, our movement 
JES any eople in the ruling regime and outside the rezime cause for worry. 
neretore, t is always subject to campaivns that assail Ct ana CaSt Goubts on 
Ee ese campaiyns do not worry us because they aftirm that our movement holds a 
t é position on the national and Arab scene. As nationalists, however, 
wé Te I finyv to estadlish in our country a COMpPrenensive and a leep—seate 
lemocracy that does not confine itself to the establishment of democracy in 
rvani zat only, but tries to establish democracy mn daily conduct and in all 
evels f ;iness. Our national loyalty and our profound faith in the democratic 
Sten iKé is revret very much the methods that were ised m these campaiyvns ar 
these ttacks. 
est et > reveale 1 serious decline mn the style f litica s102uUe at 
turme t t apuse and vilification. 
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to stay silent for one reason: we insist on observing a rule of action that we 
adopted since this movement was established. That rule is to avoid futile debate 
with anyone and to avoid wastiny our efforts in inconsequential, marzinal battles 
that could distract us from the principal action we are carryiny out to achieve 


Do we need to respond to those who accuse us of deviating trom the Arab-Isla 


COUrSE OF O S€ekiny 90sitions? 
ir activities are continuous and are growing. 


im the 3rd of September our movement convened a meetiny for the membership whi 
came from all the parts of the country to participate. At that meeting we dealt 
with all these subjects candidly and unequivocally. We evaluated the domestic and 
foreign conditions of the country as we waited for the |session of ; the Nationa! 
Assembly which will convene next October. The assembly will determine the plac: 
and date ot the first conference for the movement, and it will make the decision 
that are necessary for preparations for that conference. In the weantime, members 
of the Political Bureau are visiting the various reyvions to contact the revional 
md local members of the movement and to meet with its fighters. 


iuS, despite difficulties and obstacles our movement is pursuing the course it 
hose to achieve its objectives. The course our movement has chosen is that of 
political struggle whose aim is to make the public aware of what is yoing on and 


to oryanize the masses so they can determine their destiny. 














BAHRAIN 


BRIEFS 


OFFSHORE BANK ASSETS INCREASE--BAIIKAIN, Oct. 29 (Reuter): Assets of offshore 
banks in Bahrain rose to 56.79 billion dollars in Aupust, a rise of 1.25 bil- 
lion dollars from July's 17-month low, figures from the Bahrain Monetary 
Agency show. Assets of the bonks peaked in August last year at 61.14 billion 
dollars. The dollar's share of the assets rose to 41.7% billion dollars in 
August from 40.81 billion, while assets in local currencies increased slirhtly 
to 10.51 billion dollars from 10.42 billion. On the liabilities side, the 
share of the US currency rose to 38.09 billion dollars in August from 36.85 
billion, while that of local currencies slipped to 14.47 billion dollars from 
14.67 billion. The figures showed a modest rise in assets held with other 
banks. Interbank assets with banks outside Bahrain rose to 27.34 billion 
dollars in August from 26.76 billion, while liabilities to banks outside 
bahrain rose to 28.45 billion from 28.20 billion. A geographical breakdown 
showed assets held in Arab countries rose to 27.39 billion dollars in Aurust 
from 26.11 billion in July, while those held in Europe slipped to 14.23 billion 
dollars from 14.38 billion. Assets held in North America rose to 1.83 billion 
dollars from 1.78% billion a month earlier. On the liabilities side, North 
America accounted for 810 million dollars, down by more than half on the 1.71 
billion in July. Arab countries accounted for 38.56 billion dollars in August 
against 37.56 billion in July. Foreign currency purchases rose to 19.41 
billion dollars in August from 17.61 billion a month earlier. [Text] [Kuwait 
ARAB TIMES in English 30 Oct 83 p 14] 
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IRAQ 


BAGHDAD AZERI LAUDS RESISTANCE AGAINST IRAN 
GF150500 Baghdad International Service in Azeri 1900 GMT 13 Nov 83 
[Unattributed commentary] 


[Text] Dear listeners, the fascistic mullahs’ regime in Iran is completely 
responsible for the crimes committed in that country as well as for the 
disasters befallen Iran and its peoples. Prior to the commencement of the 
attackon Kurdistan, the people of Iraq gave a lot of advice to the war- 
mongering mullahs in Iran. We warned them that because of their military 
offensives they would be shouldering great responsibility. We also told 
them on several occasions that taking into consideration the immunity of 
the Land of Iraq, their offensive actions would serve no end at all. 


Regrettably, the impostor rulers in Tehran and Qom failed to hear our advice. 
Nor do they seem to wish to do so now. The rulers seem to be convinced 
that through their ferocious attacks they will redeem their major losses. 
They also seem to believe that through such plots they will succeed in 
calming down the peoples of Iran temporarily in order to gain time for new 
conspiracies. As it has always been, however, their latest dark illusions 
have also served no end at all. The tyrannical attack launched by the sup- 
porters of Khomeyni began in the Panjwin region. It was confronted by the 
heroic armed forces of Iraq. The latter made historic sacrifices in order 
to defend the mountains and lands of Iraq's northern sector and push the 
attackers away from the region. New victories were added to the previous 
ones. The heroism displayed was a great and unforgettable lesson for the 
rulers in Tehran. 


The illiterate rulers in Tehran must understand once and for all that the 


neroic citizens of Iraq have not hesitated to shed their blood for safe- 
guarding their homeland's territorial integrity and future prosperity. 
Nor will they hesitate to do so in the future. This is due to the ever- 


lasting flame of the love the heroes of Iraq have for their homeland. The 
hearts which beat with the strength of the love for the homeland belong 

to the people of Iraq. It is the self-sacrificing people of Iraq who are 
defending the territory of their homeland with the love they cherish for 
it. It is the people of Iraq who are shedding blood to safeguard their 
nonor and dignity. 





The deaf rulers in Jamaran and Qom, who have resorted to numerous crimes 
during the past 3 years in occupying the land of Iraq, must understand well 
that the continuationof their savage attacks will only serve to draw their 
tragic end closer. 


No matter how hard these harmful parasites try, they will not be able to 


destroy the determination and will of the people and army of Iraq. Our 
determination and will have deep roots in this land. 


CSO: 4400/67 








IRAQ 


BAGHDAD AZERI ON DIFFERENCES BETWEEN IRANIAN MULLAHS 
GF2Z11331 Bayzhdad International Service in Azeri 1900 GMT 14 Nov 43 
[Unattributed commentary | 


(Excerpts) Dear listeners, it has become common knowledge that the ‘Ali 
Khamene'{! brothers (gardaslar) and the Hashemi-Rafsanjani brothers (gardaslar) 
are quarrelling with each other and (7stepping) on each other's shadow. 

Ihe dispute between clergyman Khamene'i and Mullah Hashemi-Rafsanjani, who 

are among the leading officials of the Khomeyni regime in Iran, is gradually 
strengthenin,. They are even competing in plundering the treasury of the 
state. ‘Ali Khamene'i pretends that Hashemi-Rafsanjani is [word indistinct] 
but the latter, who is Khomeyni's right eye and the hereditary slave (Golam-e 
Hanezad) of the court of Jamaran, does not even see ‘Ali Khameme'i at all. 


Hashemi-Fafsanjani puts his nose in every affair ‘Ali Khamene'i moves to 
tackle. And, through his cunning moves he places part of the responsibility 
of the thousands of disasters they have brought upon the Iranians on the 
shoulders of Khamene'i. Thus, he exonorates both himself and his patron, 
Mullah Khomeyni. No matter where Khamene'i puts his foot down, 
Hashemi-Rafsanjani follows him and moves in line with him. As for Khamene't, 
he secretly watches the shadow of Hashemi-Rafsanjani and wishes to move 


him away. 


Drawing courage from the remarks of his patron, Khomeyni, blessings be upon 
him, Hashemi-Rafsanjani attaches no importance to the words spoken by ‘Ali 
Yhamene'i., Likewise, Mullah Khamene'!i also ignores the remarks of 
Hashemi-Rafsanjani. 
in short, a day will come when the said mullahs, for the sake of rank and 
position, will strike not at each other's shadow, but at each other's 

‘heart) and either one or both of them will die. We belleve that the 
differences between ‘Ali Khamene'i and Hashemi-Rafsanjani will not lead 
» the death of any one of them. This time both will be killed by the hands 
of the heroic Iranian peoples and dumped into history's garbage pit together 


t+ 


with their colleagues. Thus, the poor Iranians will be rid of their inauspi- 
is and dirty faces, evil and blood-dripping crimes, and wickedness and 
or welty. } i? day is not too tar AWAY. 











[LSRAFI, 


NEW PROTECTIVE MEASURES FOR TANKS, ARMORED CARS 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 17 Oct 33 p 3 


[Article by Re'uven Padhatzur, HA'ARETZ correspondents “Weapons Development 
Authority Recently Displayed New Protective Measures for Tanks and Armored 
Vehicles" | 


[Text] Two new protective measures were presented yesterday for the first time 
by the Weapons Development Authority. One was intended to defend tanks and the 
other, armored personnel carriers. 


The push to develop the new protective measures came in the wake of lessons 
learned in the Yom Kipur War. In that war the anti-tank weapons threat to the 
[DF armored forces was revealed in all its seriousness, The LVF was surprised 
both by the quantity of anti-tank weapons and their effectiveness. 


[In order to respond to the anti-tank weapons threat, a new type of special 
protective measure was developed called “active defense,” kach tank model is 
supplied with a special defensive kit, attached to the tank's armor like a kind 
of suit. The weight of the tank defensive kit is relatively small (less than a 
ton), and covers a relatively large area of the tank (about 10 square meters), 
The operational implementation of this kind of solution by the LUF is the 
world's first. The defensive kit has proven its effectiveness decisively in 
the battles of the “Peace for Galilee” campaign, and cases were reported where 
lives were saved because of it. 


A sophisticated solution has a1s0 been found for the protection of the APC's, 
Because of the fact that an APC is a light armored vehicle, it can be loaded 
with only Limited additional weight. Were standard protective measures to be 
used, the additional weight would not allow it to move, The solution found is 
based on an original [sraeli idea developed in the Weapons Development 
Authority. It is an exclusive idea and, as far as is known, 18 not to be found 
anywhere else in the world. In the case of the APC also, an area of about 

LO square meters is covered and the additional weight is less than half a ton, 


The Weapons Development Authority is also set to export the new protective 
cite, 
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[SKAEI, 


BRIEFS 


WORLD'S HIGHEST TAXATION RATE--The rate of taxation in Israel is the highest in 
the western world--57 percent of gross national product. This rate includes 
government taxes, social security and local authority taxes. DYespite the rate, 
it covers only 55 percent of the national budget. Israel's high tax rate 
weighs heavily on all sectors of the population, not just the well-to-do. 

These data were reported yesterday at a press conference held in Jerusalen by 
the Center for Social Science Research headed by Dr Israpel Katz. It turns out 
that the Lowest tenth of the population 13 forced to pay direct and indirect 
taxes at a rate of 32 percent of income. The next tenth pays 36 percent and 
the upper tenth, 44 percent, The research presented yesterday was conducted by 
DOr Joseph Gabay and Prof Etan Shishinski and indicates that when transfer 
payments are taken into account, the picture changes and the lowest tenth 
receives 13 percent of its net income and the upper tenth pays 40 percent of 
its income. The research also shows that the subsidies do in fact contribute 
to the improvement of progressivity in income distribution, but when family 
expenses and size are taken into account it turns out that the average subsidy 
rate per person in the upper tenth is higher than the rate provided the lowest 
tenth because the menbers of well-to-do families consume more subsidized 
products than the members of poor fanilies. [Text] [Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in 
Hebrew 25 Oct 83 p 2] 9794 


OBTAINING UKANIUM FROM PHOSPHATES--"Israel can produce uranium from phosphoric 
acid derived from the phosphate quarries in the Negev"--says the president of 
the Israel Nuclear Science Leazue, Prof Yig'al Yonen, at a conference of 
nuclear scientists and engineers which concluded yesterday in Be'’ersheva. 
Professor Ronen has determined tnat [Israel has the knowledge and technology to 
extract uranium. Israel today faces a problem in acquiring uranium to operate 
its nuclear reactors because it is not a signatory to the nuclear weapons 
non-proliferation pact. “The signatory countries are not prepared to sell us 
iranium, and the solution may be to extract it from the phosphoric acid which 
is abundant in the Negev soil,” said Prof Ronen. The attendees at the 
conference ascertained, among other things, that even today there is need to 
set up a nuclear reactor for energy production in Israel. “Israel cannot be 
forever dependent on impocted sources of energy such as 011 and coal hecause 
Within a few years the world demand for coal will increase and it will be hard 
for us to obtain it,” it was stated at the congress. Conference participants 
claimed that the cost of constructing a nuclear reactor today is equal to that 
of a coal-fired power station while the energy produced in a nuclear reactor is 
1) percent cheaper than that from a conventional power station. [Text] [Tel 
Aviv YEDI’OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 19 Oct 83 p 2] 9794 
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JORDAN 


JORDAN VALLEY AUTHORITY'S PROJECTS DETAILED 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 27 Jul 83 p 3 
[Article by Samith Sayir] 


[Text] A responsible source in the Jordan Valley Authority has stated that 
the estimated cost of its projects currently undertaken in different sectors 
amounts to approximately 175 million dinars. 


The source said that the cost of water resources projects is estimated at 45 
million dinars, about 18 million of which will be contributed by foreign 
sources of financing. These projects include the following: 


1, Wadi al-'Arab Dam 


The construction of this dam started in the latter part of 1981. Its com- 
pletion is expected by the end of 1986. Its height is 53 meters and its 
storage capacity is approximately 16 million cubic meters, which will be used 
to irrigate the al-Baqurah lands (6 million cubic meters) and to provide the 
Last Chaivr canal with 10 million cubic meters for drinking purposes in the 
governorates of Amman and al-Balqa. The cost of this project will be approxi- 
mately 17 million dinars. 


2. Ground Water Storage: 


The authority has started drilling production wells to utilize them for 
drinking purposes in Irbid governorate. ater has begun gushing from the 
first well, al-Mukhaybah well, at a high rate, approximately 1.5 cubic meters 
per second. Four wells in the Wadl al-'Arab region are currently being dug. 
[t has been decided to drill another two wells in al-Mukhaybah and several 
wells in different places in Wadl al-‘'Arab. The cost of drilling these wells 
will amount to approximately 3 million dinars. 


is. Enlarging King Talal Dam: 


‘he authority has taken bids to increase the height of King Talal Dam 15 
meters in order to increase its storage capacity to 80 million cubic meters. 
The additional water will be used to irrigate 20,000 dunums in the southern 
part of the Jordan Valley. The cost of this project is estimated at about 
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4. The al-Mukhaybah-al-‘Adasiyah Canal: 


The authority has begun to dig a canal between the al-Mukhayrah well and the 
East Ghawr canal at al-'Adasiyah. Electricity could be generated when the 
water of this canal pours into the East Ghawr Canal. The cost of this project 
wili be about 1.7 million dinars. 


59. Irrigation and Drainage Sector: 


With respect to the irrigation and drainage sector, the source said that govern- 
ment investment in the irrigation projects on which work will begin amounts to 
about 50 million dinars. Foreign financing sources will contribute about 29 
million dinars. These projects include the following: 


A. Southern lowlands irrigation project (the lowlands of al-Karak): 


Work on this project started last November and its completion is expected to 
be in August 1984. This project will irrigate about 47,000 dunums of the 
lowlands of al-Hadithah, al-Mazra'ak, al-Dhira’, al-Safi, Fayfa and Khanzirah 
with water from the Wadis, of which al-Hasa is the largest. 


B. Wadi al-'Arab Project 


Work on this project started last April. It will take about 2 years. This 
project will add 6,000 dunums of irrigated land to the northern lowlands of 
al-Baquarah, for which water will be provided from Wadi al-'Arab dam. The 
cost is estimated at 5 million dinars. 


C. East Ghawr Canal Extention by 14 KM: 


Work on this project started at the beginning of this year and will take 4 
years. This project will add approximately 60,000 dunums of irrigated land 

to the Jordan Valley which will be cultivated during the winter only and use 
the winter flow of the Yarmuk river to irrigate 40,000 dunums. The water 
which will be stored after the King Talal dam is enlarged will be used to 
irrigate another 20,000 dunums. It is not unlikely that the authority's 
examination of the stored ground water in the Jordan valley may lead to irriga- 
tion of these lands all year round. The cost of this project is estimated at 
about 25 million dinars. 


D. Ground Drainage Project: 


The authority will continue the project at a rate of 3,000 dunums annually, 
utilizing its own equipment and the services of its agencies. 


6. Rural Development Sector: 


The authority has completed the buildings necessary for this sector. The 
present project involves the construction of two buildings for the department 
of public safety. Future requirements for additions to the already existing 
buildings will be determined by the increase in population. 
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]. Public Utilities Sector: 


Current projects consist of limited expansion in electricity and drinking water 
systems including hookups to homes. The authority, through its agencies, 1: 
laying drinking water lines in the villages in the lowlands of al-Karak. 
Additional agricultural roads and roads to run and repair the irrigation pro- 
jects are currently being built. 


6. Agricultural Services Sector: 


Work is underway to complete a number of projects, in which about 5 million 
dinars are invested. The projects are: 

A. \ center to grade and classify agricultural products in the southern store- 
house. It has been decided to finish this center by the end of the current 
year, thus providing the Jordan Valley with three centers which will suffice 
to grade the vegetable production of the valley. 


6B. A center to grade and classify agricultural produce in Ghawr al-Safi: It 
has been decided to finish this center by the end of this year. The center 
will provide grading, classification and marketing services for the products 


of al-Karak's lowlands. 


C. A wooden box plant in Ghawr al-Safi to manufacture wooden containers in 
which to market the products of al-Karak's lowlands. 


). A 1,000-ton capacity cold storage depot in Muthallath al-'Aridah. This 
project is to be completed by the end of next year. 


lling nursery in Ghawr al-Safi. 


lling nursery in Mutkallath al-Misri. 


G. A soil and hydrology laboratory: This is to be in operation by the end 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


MUNICIPAL, RURAL COUNCIL LOANS--The board of directors of the Cities and Vill- 
ages Development Bank decided in a meeting held yesterday, under the chairman- 
ship of Mr Hasan al-Mu'mani, minister of municipal, rural and environmental 
affairs, to grant loans to a number of municipal and rural councils totaling 
936,000 dinars to carry out several projects for public services: A loan of 
100,000 dinars will be given to the municipal of Sakib to build and pave new 
roads and to pour asphalt mixture on the existing roads; 60,000 dinars to the 
municipality of al-Qatranah to complete paving the new streets and to purchase 
i garbage dumper; /0,000 dinars to Sabha and Sabhiyah to widen the main road 


and ¢ mplete the road projects in the town; 30,000 dinars to Wadi Musa to 
lrill an artesian well; 10,000 to al-Turrah municipality to meet its financial 


igatior during the current year; 9,000 to Umm Qays for asphalt mixture for 


if roads; 10,000 to Mughir al-Shirhan to build a fence and a refreshment room 
the ity playground. The bank has also decided to lend Raymun municipality 
; inars t purchase mercury lamps; 15,000 to Sahm al-Kaffarat to make 
iyment t the asphalt mixture'’s contractors; 10,000 to al-Nu°aymah to purchase 
irba jumper; 8,000 to Kafr Abil to purchase a garbage dumper; 20,000 to 
1 al-Sirhan to establish a park, a city playground and crossovers; 120,000 
irik to build and pave roads; 140,000 to al-Ramtha to complete the projects 
tional district; 150,000 to Ghawr al-Safi to build and pave roads; 
), to Kafr Dhajah to finish the project of storm drains; 50,000 to Arjan 
r establishing an office complex for government departments and a municipal- 
t rs BO ,000 ¢t Jarina to build and pave roads; 35,000 to Bushra to 
ive roads; 60,000 to al-Sarfa to build and pave roads; 80,000 to 
-Suq and Jawa to build and pave roads; 15,000 to Malka to complete 
’ truction of the municipality building; 5,000 to Makhrabah to finish 
roads projects; 10,000 to al-Thaniyah to complete roads projects; 8,000 dinars 
kin t purchase a garbage dumper. [Text | [Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 27 








KUWALT 


HRLEVS 


BRITAIN SIGNS JEY DEAL-~-KUWAILT's Air Force will be supplied with British-made 
training jets under an ayreement signed in Kuwait yesterday, officials said. 
ihe agreement was signed by Kuwait's Minister of Defence, Shaykh Salim Al-Sabah 
and the Lritish Ambassador to Kuwait, Mr Ramsey Melhuish. In London, British 
Aerospace sources said that the deal included 12 Hawk MK6é4 trainings, and de- 
fence aircraft. According, to Aerospace sources the deal could be worth some 
£/0 willion. The jets will be used by the Fuwait Air Force for advanced flv- 
ing, and weapons training as well as in an operational air defence role, british 
Merospace said. tut the aircraft will also have an operational ground attack 
capabllity, the company added. The Kuwait order brings total Hawk export 

tales worldwide to 126, including planes in service in the VAE. Hawks can 
carry more than 3,000 kilos of weapons in the ground attack role, far in ex- 
cess of any aircraft in tle same class. These include bombs, rockets and mis- 
siles. british Aerospace was not able to say when the Hawks would be delivered 
to Kuwait but officials noted that the aircraft took from 18 months to two years 
to build. [Text] [Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English ] Nov 83 p 1] 
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KHAWLA ARSALAN INTERVIEWED ON EMIR MAJID'S POLITICAL STANCE 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1405, 7 Oct 83 pp 84-85 


[Interview with Khawla Arsalan, widow of the late Druze leader, Emir Majid 
Arsalan, by Zaki Shahab: "Neither Partition Nor a Druze State and 

There Is No Substitute for the 1943 National Pact" date and place not 
specified ] 


[Text] Some days before the death of the late Emir Majid Arsalan AL- 
HAWADITH had an interview with his widow, Khawla, in which there was a 
complete discussion concerning the situation in Lebanon, however, we did 
not publish the conversation in the last issue, because we were forced 

to replace it with coverage about the national role of her late husband 
in the gaining of Lebanese independence which was his last interview with 
AL-HAWADITH, and which was also his last meeting with the press before 
sickness disabled him. The conversation with Khawla Arsalan printed in 
this issue, is a conformation of the political way and national plan 
which Emir Majid had adopted during his life of national service: 


The Emira Khawla, widow of Emir Majid Arsalan refutes partition and a 
Druze state, and she insists upon the return of Lebanon to the 1943 
National Pact of which Emir Majid was one of the founders. 


Ever since Emir Majid became subject to medical treatment, Emira Khawla 
has attained a greater role in the field of politics in addition to her 
social role. 


In their temporary Arsalan family home in al-Ramlah al-Bayda’, the Emira 
Khawla describes the conditions as very dangerous whether in relation to 
the state or in relation to the sects. 


And sne sd y S° 


of the Lebanese feel that a physical danger is threatening us and our 
existence. There have been international struggles on our soil continuously 
for the last 9 years, internal unity has been lost, and only with internal 
unity can we resist the conferences which plot, not only against Lebanon, 
but rather against the region as a whole. If God does not permit, we 











will not keep the unity of our country, and partition will threaten all 

of the Middle East. I am hoping that international pressure will succeed, 
represented by the powerful American role through its support for the 
unity and independence of Lebanon. 


The truth is that all of these proposals are wrong, we have not had any 
results from them, and I do not want to say that I despair. I do not 

want to arrive at despair. We depend upon America, the greatest and 
largest country. If they fail then all their credibility will have failed, 
not only in the solution of the Lebanese crisis but also in the crisis 

of the Middle East and in the countries of the Third World. The French 
pressure and the Italian pressure are likewise important and, the Atlantic 
Alliance as well. There must be a solution which assures our unity, 
sovereignty, and independence, and if not then we and our country will 
have had it, despite that we have great hopes of arriving at a solution. 
Solutions have been proposed and have not been practically applied. 


[Question] You ment‘ ned that what is occurring is an international 
struggle, but you as a sect are only one tool of many in this situation. 


(Answer] We are not a tool, and I wish to clarify something, the age of 
the international struggle is not a year or two, you know that the plan 
is old. We stumbled into this vortex 9 years ago and it goes on. We, 
the Druze sect, were not forced into this struggle. Some groups say that 
there is an alliance between the Syrians, the Druze and the Palestinians, 
[ refuse that categorically, and the sect was not forced into the events, 
kamal Junblatt was allied but as a party ont as a sect, and approximately 
45 percent of the Druze were at home. After the Israeli subdual of 
Lebanon, Israel aided the Lebaness forces in ascending to the al-Jabal 

in a challenging manner, they erected barriers and began stopping out 

old people. This is in addition to the killing and kidnapping. We have 
been suffering from that for a year, we held a meeting with all of the 
parties, because we did not wish to sink to such an abyss; we approve of 
coexistence, and we have preserved this on the al-Jabal during the long 
period of the events which preceeded the invasion. Our problem right now 
is not with the Christians as a sect but with the Lebanese forces, 
kidnapping and slaughters have caused the tragedies in which we are 
experiencing. 


Jf course the Israelis have played the greatest role in pitting one party 
igainst another by giving them weapons. As a result Israel came to 
Lebanon not in order to unite it but rather to divide it. Therefore we 
supported the intervention of the Americans to solve the problem. We met 
with Habib and with McFarlane as leaders of the Druze sect, and we told 
them: “Help us to rid ourselves of this farce. We do not want partition, 
ind we still wish for a united country, an independent nation.” 


‘Question] What is the nature of the relationship existing between you 
1s a sect and the nation of Israel? 











[Answer] Frankly, Israel likes no one other than herself. Israel likes 
neither Druze nor Maronites. Israel carries out her plans not as a favor 
for the Druze or in defense of them or of the Maronites. The interest 

of Israeli is to light the sectarian spark to maintain its position 

after the drafting of the independent Lebanese pact which does not 
support, rather opposes the Israeli presence. With this we have been the 
greatest enemy to the state of Israel by way of the pact of coexistence, 
and therefore Israel drafted this pact to justify the accomplishment of 
its presence. National public opinion is not ignorant of Israel's goal. 


You speak to me of an alliance, I am sure that there is no alliance with 
Israel. Some Israeli Druze have come to visit their relatives. There 

are many family ties between us and the Israeli Druze, and their visits 

have come as a result of feelings of solidarity present among al! minorities. 
On top of that the Druze sect did not commit any aggression, Israel 

brought weapons and did not give us any, however, they did allow the 
Lebanese forces to draft the pact of coexistence. 


[Question] Do you mean that it has become a contract of fear for you? 


[Answer] Of course, a contract of fear for our existence, our presence 
and our future. The Druze is one of the founders of Lebanon, the Druze 
came to Lebanon before all other sects, and we have coexisted with every- 
one. The Druze believes that he has duties to his state and therefore 
he has rights, and his rights are in vain. As I said to the Lebanese 
Front and the honored president, "we will not cut off the dialogue. The 
language of weaponry is to no avail and will bring no results." The 
yntract of fear which you have been speaking about is felt by us Druze, 
not only you as Maronites but also us as Druze, a minority in the East. 
We are from among the Islamic sects, and we defend the rights of Muslims 
in this country, we are not coming to fight the Christians, all that we 
are requesting is equality between sects in rights and duties, this is 


Jnat we demand. 


[Question] There are contacts occurring between yourselves and the 
‘overnment by way of local and international intermediaries to halt the 
shedding of blood, what are the nature of these contacts, do you expect 
tangible results soon? 


‘Answer] During his life Emir Majid never cut off dialogue with anyone, 
we came from our house in Khalda to "Summerland" to make possible continuing 
ts which had dwindled as a result of the Israeli blockade in the 

irea of Khalda. The telephones were out most of the time, and in 

ddition not all matters can be discussed on the phone. The fate of the 
untry required that the Emir attend, our contacts were continuous. 

hat affected his health, and these contacts reached beyond local le: 
t international ones to solve the crisis of al-Jabal, the situation t 
threatens the existence of Lebanon in its entirety. For his part, Wal 
junblatt has on-going contacts and international initiatives, and we are 


in constant contact with him to keep in touch, and we do the same for 











[Question] Do you mean that there is coordination between Walid and 
yourself concerning positions? 


[Answer] Of course, there is total coordination in order to rid ourselves 
of the story of al-Jabal, and to protect the existence and honor of the 
Druze. It is necessary that an agreement be concluded, the state is 
undertaking contacts abroad to free the land, but at the same time it must 
undertake to solve the basic problem, and that is the proximity of the 
different sides to one another. We are for the withdrawal of all 

foreign forces, as all Lebanese suffer from the presence of the foreigner 
on his land. All the leaders of the sects must meet to resolve their 

fate and their future. The danger is not limited to only one group, 
rather we are all facing it together. 


[Question] What solutions have been submitted so far? 


[Answer] There are some solutions which have been submitted, the Americans 
brought a working paper to Paris but it failed again. Walid was responsive 
and so were we for out part. We had arrived at an agreement with the 

state without mentioning the articles, because that would have come in 

its own time. The developments threw everything into disorder, we are 
testing the old proposal to see if there is any life in it. 


[Question] After the new developments what are the general guidelines 
for the desired solution? 

[Answer] I will keep the details to myself, but there must be agreement 
concerning the principles upon which will be held the national meeting 
which the president is calling for. The meeting will not be a problem 
iter. The important aspect is the principles. 


The search goes on, what is requested quickly is a stop to the butchery 
and a stop to the shedding of blood. In the articles of the agreement, 

wherever the army is found, there should be no militias and since the 
irmy is present in Suq-al-Gharb, why are the barracks not closed there 
even though there is an agreement that the army not go to the al-Jabal 
efore the agreement to that effect. 


‘Question] Does Walid Junblatt bear responsibility for the Druze for 
what is occurring in al-Jabal, or do you share that responsibility with 


(Answer] In relation to the al-Jabal, Walid has his own specific political 
line and we have our own specific political line, but in the battle of 
1l-Jabal is the fate of the sect exactly. Danger threatens all of us. 
Therefore there is a consensus of opinion among the Druze leaders 

yncerning the subject of al-Jabal and the future of the Druze and the 
srotecting of their honor, existence and presence, and all that occurs 
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[Question] Where did you agree with Walid Janblat and where did you 


Adeac 7 
,isSagree: 


[Answer] Walid has the Salvation Front; we do not have any relation with 
it. The line of Emir Majid is clear. All of his life he has practiced 
politics, the Arsalan line has its particular character as does the 
Junblatt line. Each one has a different point of view concerning the 
subject, but in relation to the battle of al-Jabal we are in agreement. 


4 


[Question] What do you think about the alliance of Walid with Syria? 


.Answer} Emir Majid does not have any alliances which tie him with another 
country. We have friends from amongst Arab kings and presidents. Walid 
has his political doctrine and so do we. And these, of course, are 

matters which do not relate to the Druze and to their battle. 


[Question] How do you reconcile your relationship as Druze with Syria 
and Israel at the same time? 


|Answer] There is no alliance with Israel, there was some give and take 
with the Israelis when they were in the region of al-Jabal because of 
their presence. If Israel's intention had been sound, they would have 
nforced security by force in the area of al-Jabal. The occupying army 
has the responsibility of imposing security by force. I repeat there is 
no political alliance with Israel. We had been asking them to open the 


way from here and aid in breaking the blockade around the pact. 


JNuestion] There is news from Israel to the effect that about 1,300 
Jruze soldiers are requesting permission from their commanders to come 


» al-Jabal to aid the Druze at al-Jabal, what do you think about this? 


Answer] I do not have any information. We, the Lebanese Druze, are 
lefiant on our land, and we defend our rights. We don't want anybody 
not from the Syrian Druze nor from the Israeli Druze... We are capable 


»f facing this task and more to defend our rights, our existence, and 


)I r ,eT é * 
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jJuestion) Lo what extent has your presence in the aArsaian nouse protecte 
the unity of the Druze position? 


r 


ince my marriage when I was 1/7, both Emir Majid and Kamal 
latt had their doctrine. Public opinion was not aware of the mutual 


respect which remained between the Druze leaders, and family get togethers 
I 


were continuous, and we kept them so. Before was in the Arsalan house, 
the late widow of Kamal Junblatt) was an Arsalan family member in the 
inblatt house. In our sect political struggles have their own character 
io social and family matters. The existant solidarity is attributable 
no one. Each Druze is allied with his brother in one line, all of 
feel fear and deceipt clearly; Druze are now fighting side by side 
iving side natural internal disagreements. 





(Question) Are you for keeping the 1943 National Pact or would you have 


; 


it changed? 


\Answer| You know that Emir Majid was one of the founders of the pact, I 
am for keeping it and developing it after assuring the independence of 
the sects and their kinship with each other, and the equality of all 
spiritual families, because we do not want to go back every 29 or 30 
years to have an assembly. We want to rid ourselves of fear and 

deceipt. Frankly speaking, the obstacles are dissolving. 


(Question) After the worsening of the crisis in al-Jabal some proposed 
the subject of cantons in their private gatherings, what do you think 


’ + ’ 4 
about this? 


\Answer} All of his life Emir Majid has been for a united independent 
Lebanon. This is his political doctrine and we believe in it. The 
school of Emir Majid taught us this way, we will continue with all of 
our efforts to make it take root. Our belief does not allow partition 
se fragmentation; the division of Lebanon would be like the vanishing 
of us and of Lebanon. We will remain with all our strength protecting 
it, one moment we hear of the division of Lebanon, another moment we 
near of sectarian mini-states, or of cantons, or of a federalist union, 


they are all proposals. 
juest ion Has anyone spoken of these subject before? 

‘Answer| 1. have read about them in the local and international newspapers. 
uestion Have you spoken about them with any politicians? 


iawer| No...we hear about them and read about them a lot, former 

Yresident Sham'un spoke about Federalism a week ago, the international 
papers discuss the partition of Lebanon one moment and the next of the 
ippropriation of parts of Lebanon. Israel speaks of the partition of 
but I doubt that, we refute all of this discussion, we believe 
x in an independent united country with equal rights and duties. 

intons are necessary, there is no objection if it remains within a 
ted Lebanon, provided that their is administrative decentralization 

that there is not political or sectarian decentralization. 





a pact for beautiful Lebanon, the role of Lebanon to be characterized 
cooperative relationship between its people. 


mn] Under what circumstances would you support the setting up of 
7‘ fate 

wer | vod forbid. I do not permit myself to ever think of that. It 
it in the making, whatever happens, we do not want that. 
tion After the development of specific events, Pierre al-Jumayyil 
‘ jar may the strong survive, what do you think of that? 


a] 











[Answer] May God forgive Shaykh Pierre for these words. The structure 
of Lebanon would be threatened if one party overpowered the other. I also 
heard Fadi Afram discussing the conquerer and the conquered, such logic 

is rejected. It is necessary that each one of us bear some responsibility 
and sacrifice so that we may rid our children of this slaughter and 
combat. We want a step to lead us towards cohesiveness and not to an 
increase in aggravation and hardship of the situation. No Lebanese is 
victorious over another except through our unity with each other and 
through our cohesiveness, the liberation of our country, and life with 
mutual respect and honor. The foreigner is the only one who benefits. 


[Question] You have supported the administration since the beginning. 
What has brought about the sudden shift in your position of support? 


|Answer| We have supported lawfulness, and we still believe in our support, 
what we want is justice, fairness, and equality among all Lebanese. We 

are still for lawfulness, and when the president called for a conference 

we supported the president and we still do. We are calling for the 
unification of Lebanon, and we responded to the president's appeal. 


[Question] There is a movement for the forming of a national union 
nment composed of notable persons in the country, what do you 


r 
think of this? 


[Answer] We are for every ministry in which there is national consent, 
we are for a meeting of the functionaries in a conference to set the 
foundations of the new Lebanon, in order to rid us of the black cloud 
which hovers over all our heads, we are for any pact of consent. 
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QATAR 


MINISTRY SOURKCE- DISCUSSES FOOD SECURITY 
Doha AL-~"AHD in Arabic 18 Oct 83 p 28 


(Article: “Food Security in Qatar For Meeting the Probability of Increased 


r 7 4 se) 
Popuiation”™ | 


[Text] The problem of food security in the state of Qatar and the extent of 
the population's need for food products during the period from 1981 until the 
year 2000 is an extremely important one in respect to the expected needs for 
{ifferent agricultural products during the next 20 years. Therefore the 
Ministry of Industry and Agriculture decided to put this problem in its 
comprehensive program concerning development as a principle for leading the 
country's investments and directing it towards the realization of complete 


, mao . . 
levelopment goals. 


The AL-'AHD met with a knowledgeable source in the Ministry of Industry and 


Agriculture who said: 


- Grain consumption in Qatar (wheat, rice, and other wheat products) in 1980 
amounted to 44,000 tons and if we take the average individual consumption of 


these grains, we find approximately: 


or the period from 1980-1985, we find a compound annual average of 

so 7 percent 

For the period from 1985-1990, we find a compound annual average of 

5.5 percent 

For the period from 1990-1995, we find a compound annual average of 

9,9 percent 

For the period from 1995-2000, we find a compound annual average of 

-o% percent. 

jn the basis of that the population of Qatar during the next 20 years 

is expected to develop as follows: 

estimated number of residents by the end of 1985 

stimated number of residents by the end of 1990 
f 
i 


' 


302,900. 
358,000. 
410,000. 
470,000. 


residents by the end of 1995 
residents by the end of 2000 


ided that in respect to consumption the needs for wheat in Qatar are 


60,000 tons in the year 2000. 











Averaye veyetable production to a hectar reached about 12 tons, meaning that 


the averave production per hectar was 15,000 Qatari riyals. 


ince indicated that in the Light of currently available water resources, 


Lad 
4 “7 
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it is not possible to expand wheat crops at the expense of land now used for 


veyetables no matter how important we consider this crop as a strategic good. 


, 


This opinion is built on three principles: 


a 


- Consumption of veyetables represents a principal article in the daily Qatari 


’ 
diet. The current production of veyetables in Qatar aims for an increase of 
6,1 percent annually, and currently supplies 70 percent of Qatar's need for 


‘ ‘ . 7 “ 
Veyecla LES. 


- The difficulty of storing vevetables for more than several months, and even 
oe b ~ 
io | 


if it was possible to store them, the Qatari consumption pattern refuses that. 
- The ease of storing wheat for a period of from 3 to 5 years. 

- Concerning the question of how the state of Qatar can expand its wheat 
production outside the realm of existing farms in a manner in which 

5° | f "5 if I L i "TiC y j } real i zed, 


The source said: The arable land a:¢a in Qatar outside the realm of existing 


farns is about 27,000 hectars accordiv-r to all of the estimates and based on 
the supposition that it is specialized entirely in the production of wheat, 
then the area suitable for wheat annually according to the basics of field crop 


roduction will not be more than 9,000 hectars not to mention that the 
iltivation of this area with wheat will require huge investments to provide 
necessary irrigation and leveling of the Land. 


fficial indicated that the Ministry of Industry and Agriculture had 

resented tne proposal for establishing wheat crop storage with a capacity of 
‘ i 4 } 4 i 

20,000 tons so that it would be possible to store the country’s requirenents 


“* ‘ . | 4 . a - - +, 4 P } ~ 7 
ne source indicated that the rice crop represents about one-third of the total 


‘(rain in the country to the extent that the volume of consumption had reached 
yist +, 000 tons. After wheat, rice is considered to have the next most 

stratevic importance, such that he indicated Qatari consumption will increase 
the year 2000 according to the consumption averages, or about 23,000 tons in 








r ) vr 
Fresh Vegetables 


[t is expected that total Qatari needs, which are based on average population 
growth, for fresh vegetables during the coming years will increase as follows: 


1985 approximately 43,200 metric tons 
1990 approximately 53,600 metric tons 
1995 approximately 63,500 metric tons 
2000 approximately 73,500 metric tons 


Total Canned Vegetables 


Qatar imported different varieties of canned vegetables and tomato paste. This 
had a value of 10 million riyals such that the average annual growth of 
imported anounts is estimated at about 7.7 percent. This indicates that 
probably the amount of imports will reach about 3,325 tons in 1990, and in 2000 
about 4,300 tons provided that production remains at current levels during this 
future period, 


12390 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


FISHING INDUSTKY--Local fish production during the last year realized a total 
income of about 24 million Qatari riyals, 10.61 percent of the total 
agricultural production while the total value for 1981 was about 26 million 
Qatari riyals. Doctor ‘Abd al-Khaliq Iman, director of Fishing Management, 
said that local fish production last year was a significant proportion of 
agricultural income and covered about 86 percent of Qatari consumption. He 
indicated that total quantitative consumption of fresh fish last year had 
reached about 2,315 tons while the amount produced in 1981 was about 2,603 tons 
and in 1980 it was about 2,178 tons. The director of Fishing Management 
explained that average individual consumption during the year was about 

10 kilograms which is considered to be very average if it were compared to 
individual consumption of fish in the Gulf and in many other countries of the 
world. Also Doctor Iman assured that average prices for fish had not 
expertenced any sudden changes during the last 3 years, despite the rise in 
costs. He said that Qatar National Fishing Company, which has had continual 
increases in production year after year had had a preat influence in providing 
fish to the citizens and in keeping the average prices. [Text] [Doha 
AL-~'URUBAH in Arabic 20 Oct 83 p 5] 12390 
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Excerpt On U.S.-Israeli relations, the newspaper AL-BAYAN said ir 


editoria, rodaay inose who are {fol lowing events in the Arab wor ld ma whiz t 
is going on in the arena of conflict against the Israeli enemy surely ar 
witnessing a phenomenon which is becoming clearer and clearer with every 


¥ ’ 
Z 


passing day. TIhat ie U.S. aid to the Israeli enemy increases as disintegra- 





tion and division increases in the Arab world. In other words, every t 
Ar i? ; ifterer eG if reace if | leepen, rne Uni ted States incre I1Sses , 
t rag nd t lef lance f Arab interests and feelings. 
nwhich we should be asking is how long will the Arabs ntinu 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


UAE LABOR MINISTER ON FOREIGN LABOR ISSUES 
GF201422 Manama WAKH in Arabic 0825 GMT 20 Nov 83 


|Excerpt] Doha, 20 Nov (WAKH)--Khalfan ar-Rumi, UAE minister of labor and 
social affairs, affirmed that there is a plan to unite the labor system, 
legislation and the designations, structures and specializations of the 
work administrations in the GCC countries in order to create a joint Gulf 
policy in the foreign labor field of the region's countries. 


In an interview with the Qatari newspaper AR-RAYAH published today, he said 
that the growth of foreign labor in the Guli countries is a matter that cannot 
be ignored by those who adopt the labor policy in the region. Thus, the 
joint plans to face this problem require coordination among development 
projects in the region, as well as in housing, and industrial, agricultural, 
teaching, and training policies. 


Mr Ar-Rumi pointed out the importance of making joint studies on projects 
and to establish integration plans in industry and among the joint projects 
which are being implemented, before taking this step. 


He said that these studies should take into consideration the material 
apabilities and the best geographical location in order to reduce produc- 
tion costs and make implementation more useful. He said that on this basis, 
every country will be in need of professional manpower until the exchange 
the experiences and laborers among the Gulf countries takes place on 

the basis of a plan to implement some of the joint projects. 


He said that the comparison study which was made on labor and social affairs 

Laws in the Arab Gulf countries by the followup office of the Arab Gulf 

labor and social affairs ministers’ council has shown mutuality among these 
ws and rules and called for further discussion of these issues until 
tegration is achieved. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


1982 REVENUES--According to a preliminary report published in the latest 

issue of the biannual economic report of the UAE Central Bank, the UAE 
revenues in 1982 totaled 29.47 billion dirhams, distributed as follows: 

24.6 million dirhams in oil revenues; 1.57 billion dirhams in customs duty; 
3.26 billion dirhams in other revenues. In 1981 revenues totaled 50.5 
billion dirhams which were distributed as follows: 45.4 billion dirhams 

in oil revenues; 1.6 billion dirhams in customs duty; and 3.42 billion dirhams 
in other revenues. The federal state's expenses in 1982 totaled 41.7 billion 
dirhams distributed as follows: 26.2 billion dirhams in current expenses; 

9 billion dirhams in development expenses; and 6.5 billion dirhams in con- 
tributions and capital payments. In 1981 expenses totaled 44.8 billion 
dirhams distributed as follows: 2/7 billion dirhams in current expenses; 

4.2 billion dirhams in development expenses; and 8.2 billion dirhams in 
contributions and capital payments. [Summary] [GF271216 Ash-Shariqah 
AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 24 Oct 83 p 6 GF] 


ABU DHABI BUDGET--Abu Dhabi, 24 Oct (WAM)--Lt Gen Khalifah ibn Zayid 
al Nuhayyan, Abu Dhabi heir apparent, deputy supreme commander of the armed 
forces, and speaker of the Executive Council, in his capacity as deputy 
ruler of the Amirate of Abu Dhabi, today issued 1983 law No. 6 on the 1983 
general budget for the Amirate of Abu Dhabi. The law states that the general 
budget for the Amirate of Abu Dhabi for the fiscal year 1983 totals 
21,516.241 million dirhams, while expenses for the same period are estimated 
at 24,284.829,125 million dirhams. The law states that the contribution 

the Amirate of Abu Dhabi to the UAE federal budget is estimated at 9.5 
billion dirhams, while the international and local aid contributed by the 
amirate is estimated at 3,850.040,125 million dirhams. The budget is effec- 
tive for the period 1 January-31 December 1983. [Summary] [Abu Dhabi WAM 


- 


in Arabic 1715 GMT 25 Oct 83 GF] 





AMPAIGN AGIANST ILLEGAL RESIDENTS--Doha, 13 Nov (QNA)--In an interview 
lished in today's issue of the Qatari newspaper AR-RAYAH, director of 
the Passport Department Sa'id Hamad as-Sulayti said that identification 
ards for foreigners are being prepared which contain all details on the 
persons, their nationalities, names, end places of work. He said these 
ards willbe shown during the campaign which will be carried out at estab- 
ishments and companies, in the streets, and in the markets, to enforce 
the law on crimes of entrance and residence in the country. Mr as-Sulayti 
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said that the department will be able to identify immigration violators 
through these cards. [Summary] [GF131154 Doha QNA in Arabic 0926 GMT 13 
Nov 83 GF] 


CRACKDOWN ON ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS, WORKERS--Dubayy--The Ministry of Labor 
and Social Affairs, in 213 inspections it carried out in conjunction with 
the Ministry of Interior and the directorates of police in the UAE, appre- 
hended 866 persons who were in violation of the labor and immigration 
laws--of whom 755 were deported--during the July-September 1983 period. 
Also during these inspections, 103 establishments were found to be vio- 
lating the labor and immigration laws, of which 36 establishments were 
taken to court, while 6/7 others were warned that they should redress their 
affairs. Also 120 house servants and workers in a similar category, such 
as market porters, were found to be violating the immigration laws. Some 
69 inspectors took part in the inspection campaign. [Text] [GF141410 
Ash-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 14 Nov 83] 


ECONOMIC AGREEMENT WITH NETHERLANDS--Abu Dhabi, 14 Nov (WAKH)--The UAE 
cabinet, in its session today which was chaired by UAE President Shaykh 
Zayid ibn Sultan Al Nuhayyn, approved an economic and technical agreement 
with the Netherlands. [Excerpt] [GF141352 Manama WAKH in Arabic 1200 
GMT 14 Nov 83 GF] 
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BRIEFS 


NEW INTELLIGENCE UNIT--The political office in South Yemen has set up a new 
lligence unit. A source close to the government affirmed that the secur- 
ity rbances in the country in recent weeks had notably caused great 
inxiety amongst party and government members. It was a situation that prompted 
the political office of the Yemeni Socialist Party to make the following 
resolution: To strengthen and reenforce the militia forces which are the 
military arm of the party to the point where they will become a force compar- 
able in its power and efficiency to the army and police forces combined. To 
implement this resolution it immediately took the following steps: It 
brought more Cuban elements into the training of militia members in all the 
provinces of the Republic to where the number of Cubans has reached 7/30 
listributed in the training camps that have been set up in the provinces. 
new intelligence force which is called the Military Intelligence Depart- 
set up with the assistance of East Germany. The 


= . ec sat ws - - 
.Y , is on ., 
ie~ent I tne Miliilitia Wa 


Ss 
regime asked for 165 experts from East Germany to select the individuals for 
this partmen om militia members and to train them in intelligence 
methods in special camps established for that purpose. [Text] [Cairo 
\.-WAHDAH in Arabic No 37, 15 Sep 83 p 3] 9587 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


BRIEFS 


GUERRILLA TRAINING CAMPS--Sultan Ahmad Omar arrived in Teheran on 14 July 
1983 as chief of a sabotage unit which would undertake sabotage and terrorism 
operations in the Yemen Arab Republic from bases in South Yemen under the 
command of Major Salih Muslih, minister of defense in the Marxist government 
of Aden. He arrived in Teheran accompanied by s¢cven other officers of this 
terrorist unit to visit the camp that they would set up in Iran designed to 
train nearly 300 men from the North and South Yemens, in terrorist operations. 
Likewise Syria has established a camp near Dira’ for nearly 1,500 individuals 
both from North and South Yemen to train them in guerrilla warfare and terror- 
ist operations. Meanwhile 20 of these trained men under the leadership of 
a man supposedly named "Adil Ahmad Shamsan arrived in Cyprus from Syria 
following orders issued to them by their officers to go to Cyprus and wait 
for instructions with their required task and how to do it. In Ethiopia a 
camp was opened for Marxist terrorists operating in the region, especially 
for operatives in Y.A.R. working in terrorist squads. The camp has members 
from both North and South Yemen, and was set up in the Ethiopia area of 
Axum. The training of these people was left in the command of the Ethiopan 
jor Minasa Jizawi, who got his training during a year spent in Moscow in 
1980 tor guerrilla warfare and abduction methods.. In addition the Marxist 
regime in Aden has entrusted to Muhammad Yaslim al-Bar’'i, the right hand 
man of Sultan Ahmad Omar, the task of supervising the dispatch of young men 
ia for training in terrorism. The man named al-Bar'i is an announcer 
on Radio Aden and one of the commanders of terrorist units in the North. He 
€ 


sd in Cuba. [Text] [Cairo AL-WAHDAH in Arabic No 37, 15 Sep 83 p 3] 








BANGLADESII 


PRESS PEPORTS OPPOSITION COMMENT ON ELECTION PLANS 
Jamaat-e-Islami Resolution 
Dinaka THE NEW NATION in English 15 Oct £3 pp 1, 8 


(‘lext| Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh has called for immediate withdrawal of 
Jartial Law in the interest of the nation and strongly demanded parliament 
election by March next. 


the party in a resolution unanimously adopted at a conference of the members 
yesterday said if Martial Law lingers the people would be forced to build up 
movenent for establishine democracy. 

Tie 4-day conference inaugurated by Acting Amir of Jaamat Mr Abbas Ali Khan 
jas attended by the Amirs of 35 political districts of the organisation and 
9, members of the Majlis-e-Sura. 


‘he conterence urged the government not to push the country towards destruc- 
tion by prolonging Martial Law and hoped that arrangement would be made for 
“oldiny parliament election first in order to pave the way for establishment 


cet OCTAaACY . 


e serious problems of the country can be resolved only by the people's repre- 
sentatives, the conference said adding that immediate lifting of Martial Law 
in imperative for keeping the armed forces above all political controver- 


« Jamaat-e-Islami stated in categorical terms that the people could not be 
eld responsible any way for failure of democracy. Although the ruling parties 
iilure was responsible to a rreat extent, the architect of it was a number of 


this connection, the party mentioned that it is late President Ayub Khan 

erstwhile Pakistan who initiated military administration in 1958 and still 
w nation could not get ride of it. The conference observed that democratic 
‘stem could not be introduced in any country where Martial Law was imposed 
ecause democracy can not be established in undemocratic way. 


. 


arlier, inaugurating the conference Acting Amir of Jamaat ‘fr. Abbas Ali Khan 


iid, democracy and Martial Law are contrary to each other. He described the 





the symbol of hopes and aspirations of the nation and said 


ibove all controversies and politics. 





overnment has kept politics cotined within the four walls but 
t at every nook and corner of the country in the name of 14 
P 4 ‘ ; . ' 
‘ 2 « le supvested immediate transfer of power to the people 


tative y holdin’ paaliament polls. 


yf Jamaat criticised the Government for maintaininy silence 
testins the threat time and avain posed by India to national 
I ndependence. 
Jatiyo Olixya Front Chairman 
ATION in English 15 Oct 43 pp l, & 
' . _* ‘ oe” ‘ e ‘ ‘ ‘ 
rman of the Jatiyo Oikya Front Khondakar Mushtaque Alimec said 


t t there is a national consensus for holding national level elec- 


rch 1984 on the basis of the suspended constitution. 


se 


‘at Serajganj municipal auditorium, Khhndakar Mushtaque ( 


emand for withdrawal of Martial Law has become the national! 
nded announcement of the date for national election prior to 
f local odieces. 


the representative government Khondabar Mushtaque said that the 
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that 


nis party was not satisfied with the announcement of the Chief 
Law Administrator Lt Cen. Hl. M. Ershad in the United States for hold- 
sidential election in the middle of next year. ‘What we want he said is 


nite date for presidential election and that of Parliament within three 


of toe presidential election. 


lhury was speaking at a discussion meeting held in connection with the 
yunding anniversary of Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Juho Dal at the DDSA 
jum The meeting was addressed among, others by Mr Reazuddin Ahmed 
ia) ‘irs Kamrun Nahar Zafar Mr S. A. Khaleq and Mr Ruhul Amin Howlader 
fubodal. 


veech Mr Shamsul Huda Chowdhury called for fulfilment of certain pre- 
with the announcement of a definite date for presidential election 
country by November 15. The preconditions included release of all 
, soners belonging to all political parties withdrawal of all re- 
open politics in the country and freedom of Press 


that his party would take ‘hard decision’ if their demands were not 


ed to by November 15’ Our movement will not remain confined to towns 


mly rather it will spread to the sixtyeipht thousand villares of 


ne said and urged the party workers to prepare themselves mentally 


1s 
1414 1+ «ys 
Atha . ¥ 


the reason for demanding presidential election first Mr. Chowdhury 
f the poll to the National Assembly was held before the presidential 
i be negative votes. And in that event the very existence and 


fament would be threatened limiting its life to not more than 


nat is why he argued presidential election should be preceded by 
lection After the presidential election the head of the state 
the responsibility of the country and call parliament into session he 
that one reason of the poitical parties demanding parliamentary 
iret might be that they wanted to turn the National Assembly into 
t assembly to decide the system of fovernment In this connection 
it none had any right to change the now suspended constitution 
ndorsed by the people through the last two presidential elec- 
(Ytd) “MA C Osmany and Dr. Kamal i'ossain were he presidential 


opposition parties supporting parliamentary system of 


oving the idea of constituent assembly the BNP Chairman said 
ete National Assembly would be competent enouvh to make amend- 
stitution. [n this context he noted that the National Assenbly 
overnment had replaced the one-party BAKSAL system by 
throuch the Fifth Amendment. 


P , _— ' _ nail ala 444k 4a 
f iational Assembly inserted the name of Almight Allah ir 


ting the word ‘secularism’ from it he said. 


Stressings the paramount need for democracy Mr. Chowdhury quoted the saying 
of liao Tse lung ‘just ag fish cannot live without water no government can 
rule the country without taking people with them’ 


the sovereignty of a country would not be consolidated and its foreign policy 
would not be strong and idependent if the people were deprived of their 
richts and democracy. ‘Jithout democracy the country would fall back at every 
step if their desuocratic rights were denied he therefore pleaded for 
rstoration of democracy for the peace-loving people of this country. 


CSO: 4600/1217 








BANGLADESH 


RESIDENTS OF ENCLAVES FACE HARRASSMENT FROM INDIANS 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVEK in English 28 Oct 83 p 12 


[Text] RANCPUR Oct. 27:--The inhabitants of Dahagram and Angarpota encla.es 
again fell victim to unprovoked oppression and harassment by Indians for the 
last few weeks, according to information received here. 


Indian Security Forces tightened their positions around enclaves and a huge 
number of special border Security Forces were deployed by the Indian govern- 
ment to enhance strength of the forces there the entire 12,000 people of these 
enclaves are again facing captivity following strong blockade by Indians. 


According to information the people of these enclaves cannot move even towards 
the nearest Indian markets of Mekligoni Bazar and Dhapperhat. A few days back 
some residents of these enclaves named Kha sar Uddin and Daliruddin went to 
market at Mekligoni Bazar avoiding Border Security Forces but on their return 
they were chased by the Forces at Naltaoi border and ultimately taken into 
custody. 


Similarly Abdus Sattar Maja Mohammad Phatka Mohammad Dalu Mohammad, Bablu 
Mohammad, Ali Hossain Daraj Uddin Abu Taleb and some cthers were arrested by 
Border Security Forces inside the enclave and subsequently many of thea re- 
leased. lorder Security Forces also took away some cattle from the enclaves 
and warned that they would take away all their cattle in future. 


In the face of frequent trespass and torture by Indians the growers of ecn- 
claves became panicky and hardly dared to cultivate their lands in bordering 
areas. As a result huge areas of land are lying barren there. They also 
stopped pyrazine cheir cattle in the area in apprehension of being forcibly 
Lidnapped by the border Security Forces. 


[t may be noted that on September 15, 1981 an agreement was sirned between 
Administrations of Rangpur ard Coochbihar in which enclaves people were al- 
lowed to move freely inside Indian territory for markcting and treatment un- 
til Tin isha Corridor settlenent. 
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it ir processing application has been fixed at 2 to 5 


the sovernnent is not reauired provided capital 


" ‘y " ' oC , . , . 
ncer Varee Earner’s Scheme--a scheme which allows 


utilising the remittances made by Ranrladeshis 
credit and non-repatriable foreign investment. A 
;o been taken to simplify the approval procedures 
jects involving foreign participation. These 
istrative layers have been reduced to one bv estab- 


vice which will deal with the entire spectrun of in-~- 


ne with preinvestment counselling through pnost- 
ondly a simpler project application form has been 
receipt of the fully documented applicatior forms. 
lisbursement of an industrial loan by financing in 
first payment of loan may be made within two months 
riirdly sanctioning powers of various investment 
ive been enhanced as well as decentralised at rerional 


foreign investment both direct and in the forn of 
nt has enacted a Foreign Private Investment (Promotion 


treatment of foreign private investment with full 


1inst non-business risks 


rmission or licence granted by Government to an in- 


vil foleign private investment shall not he unilater- 
versely alter the conditions under which the estab- 


‘sg sanctioned: nor shall foreign private invest- 
rourable treatment than what is accorded to similar 


citizens of Bangladesh in the application of relevant 


treatment in respect to indemnification compensation 
ent f losses of foreiren investment due to civil 


reivn investment shall not be expornriated or nation- 


irpose avainst prompt and jiust cormensation in the 


riation of capital investment including retur1 rrom 
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an industriai uncertariner. 
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ini, marl:cting and tansportation. As a part 
verall stratevy attention !1a9s been siven to reorvanisation o 
rted services and institutions. lUurdensore subsidies have either heen 
iminated or reduced to a hare minimum withprice incentives tal:ine its 
rernment is examining implementation of land reform measures aimed 
irins protection of share cropper's interest and minimum ware for land- 
ir tfforts are bein’, made to reduce depencence on imported ecuin- 
ent and use of hich cost oil by tappin’ indivenous energy sources such as 


ther measures include physical facilities to achieve efficiency in food- 
: 1] 





tricity and natural vas. esearch is an important contributory factor 


the drive towards hicher vroductivity. <A number of institutions are nov 
applicd research provrarmes in arriculture. 


riculture is no coubt basic it is onlv the expansion of the industria] 

rovice employnent to our froving labour force produce ¢t 

ri nsumer and Canital svoods essential for a modern economy as well as 
triloute to the process of much needed diversification of our economy. 
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t Following is the remaining part of the text of Chief “artial Law Ad- 
istrator Lt. Gen. *. Il’. Ershad’s address to the members of UWS Charher of 
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t chanre in the investment policy initiative drive and enerrv 
ual ire now to be allowed much creater opportunity to contri- 
cononi eveliopnent. A larce disinvestment rrorvranme includin: 
t tile nil] at been undertal:en. Pomestic nrivate entermreneurs 


a | — =e es 1 } lod ons Loe 1. , oe - hance haan 
a Le cces tive an..1! sector. Fauglly important ! > Deen 


towards uecentralisation and devolution of administration 


velopment administration with a view to ensuring mass partici- 
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(IV) Stock exchange at Dhaka has been recommissioned to promote private in- 
vestment and the portfolio of the investment corporation has been strencthen- 


(VY) ‘lo promote industrial growth in the private investment an industrial 
promotion and development company has been set up in collaboration with a 


‘rroup of four international development agencies. 


(VI) Fiscal and financial incentive structure has heen strengthened to en- 
courage local and foreign private investment. It includes imnort of rach- 
inery at concessional rates for less developed areas tax concession on account 
»f export import entitlement national duty drawn hack flexible exchanve rate 
torether with guarantee apainst exchanvre risk liberal credit etc. 


) Investment sanction procedures have been simplified while need for 
sanction in case of selffinanced projects except for hard loan has been dis- 


In addition to the above a Foreign Investment Cell has been set up under the 
sirect supervision of the head of government to expedite sanctionins foreign 
investment and to assist foreign investors. Similarly a Foreign Investors 

+ rvice has been introduced to extend facilities and courtesies 
ive foreifn investors including arranginp meetings with their local 


oe 
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Foreircn investors also enjoy a number of incentives which include: 


-— 
ae 


Full remittance of a post-tax profits and dividends on foreirn capital 


rc 


emittance of 59 per cent of net salary per month of foreirn nationals 
‘ect to approved ceilinr. 


emittance of approved royalties and technical fees and examption from 
ent O. taxes on royalties and technical know-how fees. 


~ 
> 


lief from double taxation through bilateral arreements. 


respect of export-oriented industries additional incentives have been pro- 


ncessional rate of duty for irport of canital machinary for export in- 


; i: . —— a eae |e ee 
<tension of un to %0 per cent cof requirements of workine capital as 
; 
rorel excnanve for import or capita machinery ft 
‘ 
t rt rf ance Licence (XPL) to a lar number - 
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. Ershad concluded his speech by reciting a 
Mn;lish rendering of the poem is as follows 


A special offering 
Ershad 


“li. ff. 


ive brought with me 
A special offering for you, 


love an ood will, 


\nd also bit of good news: 
you who live far away 
rom your country and homes 


way from your dear ones, 
days 


into nights, 


a I5C 


‘S65 endeavour, 
the reality 


; l , 


ict ited yy 
- 


earntlr ; living. 
lad tidings 


Il brinyv you: 


[f you should return home 
ir once-known hamlets, 
ix, ei yy tiie 


lowering creepers, 


l echoing to the 
Walls of despair 
Will find men wal! 
ope 
it the nearby 
I eS and courts 
iildings. 
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rien tomorrow 


en you return hone 


(J rOur country 


he President of Lanvladesh Association of Washinvton D.C. Dr Nurul Alam also 


NO} “* ()T) i +? Or casion. 


arlier, Gen. Ershad cave a television interview here. 


26 Oct Press Club srealfast 
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ect | JASULNCTON Oct. 26:--The Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt Cen. H. ?'. 
rshad sal ere today that the presidential election in PRancladesh will be 
eld some time in the middle of the next year on the basis of the new sus- 


ended constitution report BSS. 


at the News Jiakers Breakfast given in his honour by the U.S. Nationa] 
ress Club the CiLA said, “After that as per the constitution we will fo for 
trliamentary elections and thereby real democracy will he established in the 


tr ‘ 
t overnment has already announced elections schedules for the loca] 
will berin from the end of this year and will he completed bv 


rr t the democratic process initiated by the present Governrent Gen. 
. ‘ ’ ’ j 
r ur democracy will he ple'’s democracy where people cenoarccy 
ll have share in the runnine of the rovernmert. 


briefly explained various development programmes and reformative 
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other uestion he said there i 
sAlicd we could not make much 
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tric hare erceptions and close identity of interest 
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Oj peace, YPFrovress dan nrosnerity lor may ire 


rise Lue Presicent of the intensive develonoment activity which mv 





lertaken to improve the quality of life of our 95 million 
riz iority otf whom live in rural Baneladesh. T have exnlained 
‘nt is committed to laving firm volitical and economic found: 
r evelopment and social benefits for our people. ‘Ve have 


men significant measures in the fields of nopulation control], 


rey 


! energy production. fhiis has involves 


rural unemployment an 
jor nd decentralisation of our administration, the stremlinine 
r extensive work aimed at reviewinr colonial laws on the one 


t ite education system on the other. 


t these basic inputs will substantially reinforce the base we 
r the restoration and main tenance of democratic values which are 

r society. fe are about to launch ourselves into local vfovern- 
| ‘inter followed by elections at progressively higher 
thourhout LOC4 leading to elections to our parliament in 


( illion people will 20 to the polls not merely to elect 


| 


re tatives, ir but to lay the political anc economic foundattor 
le our people to live freely and to live with honour 
y } r ‘oF, | 
reed to explore possible ways an leans toward 
, -ling, kK Ansic { f fandaAwnt? ’ > . y . ae4 as ’ eT TAAN 
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ra] i ort and economic assistance which ha fr] 
‘ 
tion of Islamic Conference the “lIon-aliened Movement 
till recently as Chairman of the Croup-/77 Sancla | 
es irrent international econoni ituation needs the 
ole commity of nations to recognisine that inter- 
ensib!] is a way of life in this day ar re. The 
ite 1. crucial and critical one in this revar ’ 
; " if] ; 7 tj \Y + ‘ ; é , ' 
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Ve share your vrief and on behalf of my sovernmert and our neonle extend our 
flies of the deceased. 


Jife anc 1l have been deeply touched by the overwhelnine hosvitality extend~ 
ed to us anc the members of our delezation. Our stay in the US capital the 
beautiful city of Washinston thouch short has been most pleasant and reward- 
ing. I have no doubt that I speak on behalf of all of us when I sav that we 
shall treasure these 1appy monents and cherish the memory of your warm friend- 


Juring our meetin: I have extended our most cordial invitation to the Presi- 
dent to pay a state visit to Bangladesh as early as it is convenient. It is 
y sincere hope that you will visit our country soon and see for yourself the 
iigh esteen in which you are held and the enormous fund of zoodwill that 
exists in fancladesh for your people. 


ir. President JI trish you sood health happiness lone life and every success 
and J tnank you ladies and rentlemen of the media for your time and natience. 


Positive Impact Seen 
Dhaka TiC RAHCLADESI! OLSLRVEL in Eneplish 27 Oct 83 p 5 
[Lditorial: benz ladesh-US Cooperation’ ] 


(fext] bLanctladesh is expected to receive continued economic support in her 
efforts at developrent from the United States. This was indicated ty J resi- 
dent Lonald heagan in ceurse of his formal talks wit!: the CLA, Lt. General 

1. , Lyeshad in the Oval Office of the U.S. President. He appreciated the 
ledication with which the present government of Banzladesh has heen working 
for the improvement of the economic conditions in the country. ie also hoped 
at the praematic and constructive policies of Ceneral Ershad will lead to 
improvement in the corditions of life of the people of Bangladesh. President 
eacan also praised the role played by Sanrladesh in the formation of the 


The two leaders surveved the recional anc internatioral issues of common con- 


ern. The American President apreciated the role nlayed by Pangladesh in up- 
Nolding the cause of the peonle of Famnuchea and Afshanistan. ‘le complimented 
Bans ladesi. for the moderation in the pursuit of foreicn policy. The President 


recalled tue lons association of America in the efforts of Rancladesh in 
the field of economic development and surmised that the same will continue in 
future is assurance may prove to be inalienable larsely because of the 
ances that have been initiated by the present vroverrment of Banpla- 
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Lariate j INV LAGES I. The chances in the volicy tovards private investment-- 


it r direct ‘+ foreicn investors or throuch joint ventures--are lilelyv to 




















increase the inflow of capital in the country. And such capital vil! not onlv 
be using the cieap but effective labour an: manarement personnel but ::lso the 

nuge natural resources in the country. The upcomins exvort processing zone 

ir the port city of Chittagonz will also vrove to be an incentive for invest- 

ors from abroad, specially from the U.S.A. 


As it is, Zangladesh has considerable reserve of vas. Sone minerals are yet 
to be explored anc exploited. The traditional products like jute, tea, 

er, suger, fisheries, forestry and even swect water nay be put to never 
use if capita] is available from private investors. The relatively larcver 
list of investment items is expected to draw more investors. And such in- 
vectors have guarantees against natioralisation and expropriation, excent for 
cublic purvose with adequate compensation. Private investment from foreicn 
sources are put on similar footing as that of local investors. Yqual csuar- 
antees, tax rebates and incentives will be awarded to them in future as well. 


It has Leen asserted by the CYMLA that the prospect of investment in pctro~- 
chemical industries is bright. Systems and procedures lave been simplified, 
with a view to attracting more of investors. The pointed reference to polit-- 
ical stability through restoration of democracy in the near future coes vel] 
with the overall investment climate. The scone o° earnine adequate return on 
investment is therefore very wide and the ready martet within the country, as 
reel] as in the recion, sheuld vor! as additional incentive to investors. That 
ins so. the reciprocity with which Ceneral Ershad and President Rearzan ex- 
‘hanced vievs is bound to have positive impact on the investment scene in 
Janclades;. Wwe share the views of the leaders!:ip in both these friendly 


countries 2nd loot forward to having what is called, nartnership in preoress. 
panclades!) needs it as a priority and the continuity of aid and investment is 


neecec for buildine a self-sustaining and viable Banrladesh. 


"New Image Abroad' 


ajka THC PLUGLADESH TINUS in Enslish 27 Oct 23 pnp 5 
(Editorial: Reagan-Ershad Meet" ] 


Text] Vhe summit meetinz; between President Ronald Reagan and Chief Marticl 
Lav Administrator Lt. Gen. U. MM. Ershad on Tuesday has been epochal in the 
“rout: of bilatera] relations between the two friendly countries. Sharine, 
as the American and Bangladesh people do, a common dream of a vorld vithout 
conflict and tension, the two leaders were able to reach a greater devree 

9f accord and understandins between them on the international issues that 
rid. The Anerican people and their Jeaders with their 

{ 


ra ;ronr the 's) 
istory of building a new country on a novel concept and on a virgin soil car 
ully realise the difficulties that the Bangladesh people faced while recon- 


structin« their motherland on the ruins of centurics of colonial exploitatior 
ind the asies of a devastatine war. 


President Peavan durins his meetine with Gen. Ershac has lauded the courarze 
of the Jancladesh nation in workins for a hetter life azainst tremendous odds 
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and appreciated the efforts of the government in vigorously pursuinrs a nolicy 
of erowth and development. The U.S. has been amonr the larvest contributors 
to the financial resources which had helped in the reconstruction of the 
country, the rehabilitation of the people after the war and the continnous 
«rowth of the economy following the reconstruction. The U.S. President has 
stressed anew during his talks with Gen. Ershad that his country would con- 
tinue its unreserved support to Bangladesh's efforts in achieving self- 
reliance. 


The sovernment's open door investment policy has been widely anpreciated bv 
both the American fovernment anc the potential private investors in the U.S. 
Gen. Ershad was able to impress upon the members of the U.S. Chanber of Con- 
nerce and the officials of the Overseas Private Investment Corporation about 
the existins congenial climate for foreien investment in fancladesh and the 
special benefits which could be obtained from such investment. The Protection 
of Forcign Private Investment Act enacted by the government recently cives 
clear suarantees of security to the foreign investors and the repatriation 

of legitimate profits. The country also offers a reasonably skilled lezbour at 
lover than competitive prices and a potential work force which can be trained 
within a short time for advanced industrial work. With a sovernment anc a 
seovle eager to invite foreircn investment and a people earer to invite forcien 
investment, potential foreicn entrepreneurs should not he hesitant about con- 
ins, to Ranzladesh. 


arcan-Fashad tall:s also dwelled on major rezional and bilateral ratters. 
The tro leaders expressed a common concern for peace anc stability and a de- 
sire to contribute to all efforts at building a proper clinate for endeavourinr 
for the welfare of all peoples. The Panprladesh initiative in formine a South 
‘sian recional cooperation framework has been particularly noted vith anrpre- 
ciation in the White Uouse and in political circles in the U.S. 





In whichever forum in the U.S. Gen. Ershad spoke, he was able to renerate an 
increasing, confidence among all in the prorress achieved by the country so 
far and in the potentials for further growth that it certainly has The former 


JU... Secretary General Dr. Furt Waldheim speaking on behalf of industrialists 
and businessmen in the U.S. emphasised that Bangladesh had gaired a momentum 
for srowth and would be able to move into the “forefront of develonment and 
erocress . 


lhe new administrative measures that the government has taten to effectively 
decentralise the system of administration, makinr a radical departure fror 
what had been followed in the past, has also fenerated a lot of interest 
abroad. What has been particularly appreciated is the sincere drive to brine 
in a vider participation of the peorle in the system of sovernment and te em- 
nowerine of the local leadership with administrative and developnent respon- 
sibilities. President Rearan has pointed out that Gen. Ershad hes “set in 
ieee some process for socio-economic development". 


Apparently, the country’s vicorous efforts at achievine self-reliance has 
earned for itself a new imace abroad. It is upon the entire ration nor to 
worl: even harder than before to achieve the desired goals. ' 





Te have reached a 
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take-off stace in many sectors of the economy and it vould be necessary not 
only to sustain and improve further on what has been already cainecd but also 
to make stronzer efforts in other areas where creater thrust is still neces- 


sary. 


Obviously, we will need stability at hone to ensure an unhindered econonic 
erowth. The sovernment has initiated a process for the restoration of deno- 
cracy in the country and it would be apainst national interest if this pro- 
cess is endangered in any way by irresponsible acts. The sovernment's plans 
for democratic restoration has already earned appreciation at home and 
abroad. 


Gen. Ershad has called upon Bangladeshis abroad to contribute to this process 
of stability and s;rowth by their sincere efforts. ‘Je are certain that there 
are many friends around the world who are willing to be our pertners in 


progress. 


"Compliment From Friendly Country’ 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESL? TIMES in English 25 Oct %3 p 5 
[Editorial: ‘“flangla-US Accord” ] 


[Text] The Bangladesh accord signed in 'lashincton on ednesday comes as a 
compliment fron a friendly country to our continuins: success vith rice and 
wheat production. The USS65 million aid in lone term soft-interest credit 
constitutes an amended, significant part, coinciding with the visit of CITA 
Lt. Gen. H. i. Ershad to USA of the three-year US prosramme of a total of 
nearly 200 million US dollar vortii of commoditics pledged to us in larch 19°2. 
The significance of the latest Anerican gesture lies in its compatibility with 
our present need for commodities and its relevance to our development pro- 


BE ~« 


rr 


Food production forms the central part of our developmert stratery. Sasine 

on current achievenerts on this front which are manifest in record production 
of food surpassing all previous levels, we are now in the midst of an earnest 
endeavour to reach food self-sufficiency in five years’ time. The reasons for 
the centre-piece role of food in our developnrent affairs are casy to identify. 
Cereal production involves a reat majority of our farrers am the costs at 
which they cet the output and the price at which they sell it influence their 
standard of life and that of the peonrle of the country. The inclusions of 
veretable oil ard cotton in commodity aid has a bearing on the standard of 
life too. And in the ultimate econonic sense, anv lover food ovtput would af- 
fect our capacity to undertale development activities on a recuired scale. 


The present package of US aid will benefit us on the food front specially and 
that in certain direct and indirect ways. The increase in the food stock 
presaged by the commodity assistance would strengthen our hands to maintain 
stable market conditions which eventually may encourage the farmers to produce 
more food. Desides, the food for work programme is complementary to our rural 
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uplift efforts through greater agricultural productivity. The bridges, cul- 
verts and communication links which the FWP helps to set up or put in action 
so a long way towards enormously backing up food production and distribution. 
The process of intra structure building has no doubt registered its contribu- 
tion to the current successes in cereal production. This is in addition to 
feeding unemployed people and giving them a role in national development ef- 
forts. And the big way in which it is being launched in the current fiscal] 
year will enable us to stimulate economic development. 


I~ 
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PUNTSVABLE OFVENSUS UNDER HARTIAL LAW NOTED 
Dhaka Tik BANGLADESH TLMs in Enclish 26 Oct f3 p 1 


[Text] ‘Lk 15: Penalty for criticising ‘lartial Law. ‘Ihoever by word, either 
spoken or trritten, or by signs or visible representation or otherwise criti- 
cises the inposition, operation or continuance of tiartial Law or brines or 
attempts to bring into hatred or contempt or excites or attempts to excite 
disaffection towards the Chief ‘iartial Law Administrator or any Zonal lartial 
Law Administrator, or any other lartial Law Authority shall be puntshable 

with rigorious imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years and 
siall also be liable to fine. 


MLK 16: Penalty for creating panic, fear etc. Whoever by any means spreads 
reports calculated to create panic, fear or alarn or despondency shall be 
punishable with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven 
years and shall also be liable to fine. 


‘LR 17: Penalty for prejudicial acts. (1) Whoever docs any prejudicial act. 
or makes, prints, publishes, possesses or distributes any docunent containinz 
or spreads by any other means vhatsoever, any prejudicial report, shall he 
punishable with rigorous iiuprisonwent for a term which may extend to ten 
years and shall also be liable to fine or to suffer confiscation of the whole 
or any part of his property. 


ML 19: Penalty for wischief by fire or explosive substance etc. ‘Shoever, 
witn intent to cause, or knowin; that he is likely to cause, wrongful loss or 
damage to the governnent or to any statutory corporation, body or authority 

or to any company or firm or to any person, causes, or attempts to cause, by 
fire or any explosive substance the destruction of anv yoods, grains, raw 
materials, warelouses, yodowns, mills, factortes, or anv such charge therein 

as destroys or diminishes its value or utility, shall be punishable with death, 
or with transportation for life, or with rigorous imprisoument for a tern which 
may extend to fourteen years and shall further be liable to fine or to suffer 
confiscation of the whole or any part of his property’. 


CSO: 4600/1215 
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IRAN 


SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS FOR EQUIPPING '20-MILLION STRONG’ ARMY 


Tehran ETTELA‘AT in Persian 29 Sep 83 p 2 





[Interview with Mohammad Salimi, minister of defense; date and place not 
specified] 


[Text] With the efforts of the devout and creative personnel of the Ministry 
of Defense in the department of industrial research and development, which is 
extremely important for ending dependency, the project for reopening produc- 
tion of the Phoenix missile system, radar systems like the Hawk defensive sys- 
tem, expensive radar scopes and semi-industrial TNT has been accomplished for 

the first time in Iran. 


On the occasion of the war week, Colonel Salimi, the minister of defense of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, in a special interview with the IRNA reporter, 
defined armament policy and the technological improvements in the field of 
armaments. 


About the armament policy of the Islamic Republic, he said: "The armament 
policy of the Islamic Republic is derived from the Holy Koran and is moving 
to utilize existing possibilities and towards making the Islamic Republic a 
great power in the region." He emphasized: "Certainly, the aim of being a 
great power does not necessarily mean being expansionist but to neutralize 
and prevent occurrencesand activities which threaten the Islamic revolution 
and to clear the minds of our enemies from expansionist ideas towards the 
Islamic Republic. Certainly, total defense policy is crystallized in the 
nation's Imam's command. The Ministry of Defense is in charge of equipping 
and operating a 20-million-strong army with sophisticated weapons.” 


Then thre minister of defense explained the domestic production of the weapons 
and ammunition at a level that will cover the needs of the war fronts. About 
the role of the Ministry of Defense in the imposed war he said: "Equipped and 
strong groups cf armament industries, mechanics, aircraft, electronic 
research and development, missiles and the naval industries of the Ministry 
of Defense play a tremendous role in equipping the war fronts. In regard to 
weapons industries, the devout personnel have taken a great step towards 
self-reliance by restarting three lines of heavy and light ammunition, two 
lines of mortar production, the project for building and starting the final 
stage of manufacturing J-3 guns, and repairing two kinds of missiles--Katusha 
and RPG7--and anti-personnel grenades. 
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"In the mechanical industries group, during the war, in addition to daily 
routine work, the devout personnel, by building field kitchens and restarting 
the manufacture of armored trucks, have secured the required needs for the 
armored trucks. 


"Also, with the operating Nour battery factories and production of 2.4 million 
batterles, domestic needs have been met, and in addition, some quantity has 
also been exported. 


"In telecommunications and electronic industries group, with the efforts of 
personnel, different kinds of IC and tanks and gunnery fire control systems 
are manufactured." 


He added: "In the aircraft industries group, interesting work such as planning 
and manufacturing of sensitive parts for aircraft assembly of some of the wea- 
pons like grenade launchers, cannon, missile equipped helicopters, which 
increases their potential, and F14 brakes have been reconstructed. In the 
opinion of the experts, these products are cheaper and more efficient than 

the originals. 


"In the industrial research and development division which is very important 
and plays a great part in ending very sensitive dependencies, they are main- 
taining the project for reconstruction of some of the missile assembly plants 
for aircraft, among them Phoenix missiles. In regard to radar systems like 
the Hawk defense system and the project for production of expensive radar 
scopes, they are executed for the first time in the country. The project for 
semi-industrial production of TNT has been accomplished by the workers." 


In his interview he mentioned his appreciation for the efforts of the 
researchers who have been able to produce this sophisticated technology 
through their intelligence. He asked his countrymen to continue their coop- 
eration in planning and invention in the field of defensive industries and to 
give their information to the organization. 


He added: "In regard to supplies, Eteka has vast activities. It provides 
ill the clothing and food supplies of the armed forces at the war front. The 
iteka organization stores also provide for the needs of over 1.7 million 
families of military personnel in the farthest regions of Iran." 


In regard to the executed projects and the projects in the process of execu- 
tion in the industries and organizations of the Ministry of Defense he said: 
"The plants of the industrial organizations, due to the will of the responsible 
authorities, are expanding every day, and after the start of the war in spite 
»f the economic boycott and the needs of the fronts, several new productive 
lines have been started and postponed projects have been restarted. Among 
them, the plant for extraction of needed lead from dead batteries. The other 
project in this stage of execution are shells which are called, ‘Teyr al- 
juds' which can be fired from any rifle and are able to destroy half a pla- 
toon." He emphasized that with the execution of this project, the range of 
the ordinary rifle will be increased tremendously. 
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He expressed hope that with the efforts of the devout employees, the semi- 
finished projects will be completed soon. He referred to the extensive 
presence of personnel of the Ministry of Defense at the imposed war fronts 
and said: "The noble employees of the Ministry of Defense consider the 
factories as their entrenchment and when they build a grenade they think of 
themselves as the thrower of that grenade." 


He added: "Up to now, over 4,500 of the personnel of the Ministry of Defense 
have been dispatched to the war fronts and from this number, several have been 
martyred, wounded or disabled. Leading this list are martyr Chamran, martyr 
Namju, and martyr Fakuri, to whom the Ministry of Defense is indebted for 
their services and all efforts at present are pledged to these great martyrs 
who lost their Lives toplay God." 


The minister of defense in response to the question "How do you see the future 
of this imposed war?" said: "The future of the war is as clear as the sun, 
and throughout the war front, the clear outlook indicates the victory of 
[Islam's warriors. After the activities of Al-fajr 2 and 3, the strategic 
regions were freed from the enemy's hand and the maneuverability of the enemy 
was decreased perceptively. At present, the army of the Iraqi Ba'th have 
become remarkably astray and confused. God willing, with the efforts of the 
combatants, we will have the last word with Saddam in the battlefield.” 


In the continuation of his interview, he analyzed the armament situation of 
the enemy and said: "The armament supply of the enemy depends on eastern 

and western aid. Certainly, the world oppressors think by equipping Iraq with 
sophisticated weapons, they will be able to protect. Saddam. Whereas we 
belleve that the survival of a regime does not depend on weapons and equip- 
ment. The victory of an army depends on the morale and faith of its combatants. 
foday the Iraqi forces know they are fighting in order to fulfill the empty 


4 ° ? 
aims of Saddam. 





He added: "Today the bly nations of the world have an important role in 
equipping Saddam. Certainly they want Saddam, not peace. We proposed to them 
if they want to restore peace in the region, they must stop their military 

aid to Saddam. 


tf 


[In addition to the superpowers’ aid to Saddam, some of the neighbors of the 
southern Persian Gulf also help Saddam immensely." He emphasized: "We have 
detailed figures and statistics of the aid of neighboring Persian Gulf states 
to Saddam at our disposal and whenever we decide we could repress this aid. 

But so far we have waited for the interests of the region. These neighbors 

must realize that our patience is limited and in these last days of Saddam's 
ife, they must not thicken their files and oblige us to present the statis- 


se 


tics of their armaments aid to their nations.” 


At the conclusion he declared that the armament sources and needs of the 
[slamic homeland are secured from the strong arms of the workers and the spoils 


4 ‘ , ‘ .. - 
icquired from the Ba'thist mercenaries. 




















PAKISTAN 


DEMAND FOR PAKISTAN CONFEDERATION ASSESSED, REJECTED 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 18 Sep 83 p 3 


[Article by Prof Dr Hafizur Rahman Siddiqi: "Parity or Confederat ion--An 
Analysis" | 


[Excerpts] Well-known educator Prof Ghulam Mustafa Shah made a statement to 
the press that was published in the newspaper JANG of Karachi on 5 September. 
He gaid: "Sind and Pakistan's other small provinces want the March 1940 
Pakistan Resolution that calls for the federation of free and autonomous 
provinces to be carried out completely and honestly.... We want Punjab to 
act voluntarily on the ‘parity’ principle. We want the four provinces to 
have complete parity in the federal government and all its institutions." 


Before discussing Prof Ghulam Mustafa Shah's demands, it is necessary to ex- 
plain in simple terms what his statement means. 


The learned educator wants Pakistan, which is now a state composed of four 
provinces with the status of a federation, to be divided into four separate 
states that would come together to form a confederation. 


The principle of parity as demanded by such a confederation would be observed 
in forming the government; the four provinces would share equally in the minis- 
tries, in government jobs, in central aid to the provinces, in the military-- 
in short, in everything. 


Such a confederation does not exist in any of the 15) countries of the world 
Yes, such a confederation was established twice, in the 1960's when Egypt and 
Syria formed a confederation and again in the 1970's when Libya and Egypt 
tried it. But everyone knows that these confederations proved impractical; 
they lasted only a few months and after they broke up, relations between the 
two countries did not return to preconfederation conditions but changed to 
enmity, which has lasted to the present day. 


Before discussing the plan attributed to the Pakistan Resolution, it would not 
be irrelevant to ask Mr Shah this question: If Pakistan had not been formed 
and 1f its existing provinces had remained an integral part of an undivided 
India, would anyone in these 4 provinces have dared to suggest that the single 
state of India, with its 11 provinces, be diviced into 11 states and made into 
a confederation or demanded, in Mr Shah's words, parity among the states? 
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Recent | the Sikhs demanded a separate state, Khalistan, for themselves, but 
we all saw how mercilessly the Indian Government crushed this movement, even 
though it had the open blessing of the United States. The call to break up 
or weaken a country, eve when made by the citizens of a democracy, deserves 
to be crushed just as the Kahlistan movement was, because even democratic 
freedom has certain limits. Democracy does not confer unbridled freedom on 
anyone. [t is sheer misfortune that at a time when our beloved country needs 
internal strength, some members of this Muslim nation are seeking to profit 


to now, Muslims of the subcontinent thought that the Lahore Resolution sig- 
itled a single Pakistan. During the 1946 elections held in all the pro- 
vinces of India, in which the Muslim League participated on the basis of its 
demand for Pakistan, Muslims the length and breadth of India understood that 
demand to mean the establishment of a single Pakistan. It was for the sake 
of this single Pakistan that the Muslims of such provinces as Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, C.P. [Central Province], Bombay, Madras, etc., who could not join 
stan, voted for the Muslim League. G.M. Sayed and the Sind 
0 inferred the same m:aning from the Lahore Resolution. 
in , meeting held earlier in Karachi, on 10 October 1938, the Sind Muslim 
League agreed upon a federation for the Muslims of the subcontinent (see 

‘avistan Stage by Stage," p 194). Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto also understood the 
resolution to stgnify a single state; hence, he wrote in his book "The Great 
fragedy," on page 1: "We will begin with 1940 when, on 23 March, the Muslims 
if India, under the leadership of Quaid-e Azam, demanded a separate Muslim 
‘tate of Pakistan. The concept of such a state was formulated by Maulavi Fazlul 
Hag, the lion of Bengal, in a resolution called the Lahore Resolution. A few 
jears later, as a result of the growing conflict between the two parts of the 
ountry, 4 bitter arvument began anew about the Lahore Resolution. In 1966 
afk Mujfibur Rahman, and later Maulana Bhashani, claimed that the Lahore 
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Resolution included the demand for two Muslim states, one in the east and the 
ther in the west. This is not an honest interpretation or analysis of the 
resolution. From the inception of Pakistan until 1966, no one had seriously 


geated thf interpretation for the Lahore Resolution.” 


this statement, Mr Bhutto not only refuted Mujibur Rahman's erroneous in- 
Lahore Resolution, but also, in January 1966, 19 years 
‘rer the creation of Pakistan, when Shaikh Mujibur Rahman offered his ridicu- 
is Interpretation of the Lahore Resolution, Bhutto offered to debate him 
in oublic on the subject. It {1s quite another matter that after East Pakistan's 


terpretatton of the 


tration, Bhutto adopted Mujibur Rahman's interpretation on the basis of 
litical expediency and even tried to convince his countrymen that this read- 


‘solution was correct. 


hort, the facts notwithstanding, Shaikh Mujibur Rahman tried to use the 
t of the hore Resolution as a constitutional document even though from 
40 to 14 August 1947 the Muslim League had clarified the text and 


that gained the support of Muslims through the length and breadth 


, eanin ‘ 

the subcontinent, from Assam to Sind. To try to infer a new meaning from 
the Lahore Resolution and this time to interpret it as advocating a division 
into four states {ts as advocating a division into four states is as far- 


fetched an interpretation as Mujibur Rahman's. 
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Anyway, Prof Ghulam Mustafa Shah's demand is not really aimed at expressing 
his allegiance to the Lahore Resolution; his real objective is to establish 
the principle of parity among the provinces, which in political terminology 
is called a confederation, The demand that the terms of the Lahore Resolu- 
tion be carried out is made merely to provide a legal justification for es- 
tablishing the principle of parity. 


The concept of parity was also presented a short time before Mr Shah's state- 
ment by the tribal leader of Baluchistan, Nawab Akbar Bugti. He based his 
view on the concept of existing regional nationalities. If Mr Bugti's con- 
cept of nationality 1s accepted as the political basis for establishing pro- 
vinces, every country in the world would have to be cut up into pieces because 
not a single country exists today where the population is composed of only one 
nationality. It would seem that the era of the city states, when each state 
was forever quarreling with its neighbors, would have to return. 


In any case, since the concept of changing a federation into a confederation 
is hidden behind the innocent word “parity,” used both by Prof Ghulam Mustafa 
Shah and Akbar Bugti in their demands, and as it was necessary to discuss 
whether any justification could be found for Mr Shah's proposed confederation 
in the Lahore Resolution, 1t appears necessary now to analyze Mr Akbar Bugti's 
concept of nationality. In recent times, even before Mr Bugti's demand, the 
concept of nationality was advocated in certain countries but was never 
accepted. The Kurds of Mosul have been making this demand for many years, 
and for a time they received financial help from a neighboring country, but 
whenever the movement gathered strength, it was crushed mercilessly by the 
Iraqi Government, and each time its leader, Mulla Mustafa Barzani, suffered 
abject defeat. The movement caused an additional setback to the Kurds in 
that they were never able to enjoy urban life and always had to remain in 
hiding. A similar demand was made by Iranian Kurds as well, but they were 
always crushed by the Iranian Government. Even during its war with Iraq, 

the Iranian Government has not weakened its stand. The Baluchis of Iran 

also support this concept of a separate nationality. They have an additional 
argunent in favor of a separate state for themselves in that they follow a 
different religious tradition, But the Iranian Government never considered 
this argument worthy of attention. The agitation for independence has been 
continuing in Ireland over many years but whenever it gathers strength, the 
Sritish Government, for all its love of democracy, crushes it by force of 
arms. The people of Blafra demanded a regional state in Nigeria; their demand 
was also put down by force. The movement for Nagaland has been active for many 
years in India, but the Indian Government has used force to crush their every 
effort. 


Has any country in the world consented to have itself divided into several] 
pleces on the basis of regional nationality that Pakistan should now be ex- 
pected to allow such a thing to happen? 


It is interesting to note that those who demand parity claim that this scheme 
will strengthen the country, when the fact is that by replacing the federa- 
tion with a confederation, the only links left among the four provinces would 
be the roads and the railroad tracks; all other links would be severed forever. 














Such a step would of course bring about the disintegration of the country; 
after some time, the provinces also would begin to break apart because 
Pakistan's provinces are inhabited by more than one nationality. For exam- 
ple, it is as clear as day that Pathan as well as Baluchi nationalities live 
in Baluchistan. The demand that the cities of Ouctta, Zhob and Loralai be 
separated from Baluchistan and formed {nto a new province has already been 
conceived by racism in an embryonic shape and openly expressed by the Pathan 
leader of Baluchistan, Abdul Samad Khan Achkazai. Once the confederation is 
formed, Pathan racism will raise the demand for the establishment of this 
province. 


There are innumerable nationalities in Sind and each wants a separate 
provinces; the demand for a Karachi province has been heard for a long time. 
After Pakistan becomes a confederation, who will be able to prevent the es- 
tablishment of a separate Karachi province? 


In short, the formation of a confederation will give rise to so many problems 
that not even an Aladdin's lamp will be able to solve them, The country wil! 
be locked in a dead end, with no way out. 


Since the dangers of confederation are so obvious that they can be foreseen 
already, how can the demand for confederation be regarded as worthy of con- 
sideration? 


The fact to remember is that though it may appear easy to demand that a 
federation be changed into a confederation, it is not so easy to have the 
demand accepted. Any campaign that is started with the aim of having such 

a demand accepted would have to wade through blood to reach its objective and 
even then the goal sometimes proves unattainable; and the leaders of the cam- 
palgn themselves are lost in the river of blood. 


At any rate, having expounded the evils and losses hidden in the demand for 
confederation, I would like in conclusion to ask Prof Ghulam Mustafa Shah to 
tive serious consideration tothe fact that this country was made for you 
rentlemen, namely, the Muslims of Sind, Baluchistan, Punjab, the North West 
Frontier Province and Bengal. The part played by the Muslims of India in 
reating this country and the sacrifices they made were all for the sake of 
‘ou gentlemen, for the Indian Muslims themselves derived no benefit. 
[ft is beside the point that only a few hundred thousand of the millions of 
‘lims in India emigrated to this country and sought refuge here. The Mus- 
lims of Pakistan's provinces should have protected this God-given blessing 
with all their might and tried to strengthen and unify the country But 
ever since Pakistan was founded, some people in each province have tried to 
weaken the country. When East Pakistan separated, it was called a geographi- 
41 reality. What justification can there be for separating the existing four 
provinces that are linked together economically and socially or taking actior 
to weaken their mutual relations? If such efforts should, God forbid, injure 


the country in any way, how will you be able to remedy the harm? 
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PAKISTAN 


SENIOR PPP OFFICIAL DISCUSSES SIND SITUATION, MRD CAMPAIGN 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 22 Sep 83 pp 6, 7 


(Interview with Makhdoom Mohammad Talibul Moula, central vice chairman of the 
defunct People's Party and spiritual leader of the Sarwari group, by JANG cor- 
respondent in Hala; date not specified] 


(Excerpts! Makhdoom Mohammad Zaman Talibul Moula of Hala occupies an impor- 
tant spiritual see in Sind, second only in size to that of Pir Sayyed Abdul 
Oadir Jilani, Pir of Ranipur. Makhdoom Talibul Moula is the central vice 
chairman of the defunct People's Party [PPP] and spiritual leader of the Sar- 
wari sect His spiritual see is called the see of 900,000 because the number 
of his followers [mureed] in Sind as well as inside and outside the country 
is said to number 900,000. He is preoccupied nowadays with the MRD campaign 
to restore democracy. Since almost the entire leadership of MRD in Sind is 
under arrest or has gone underground, Makhdoom Talibul Moula'’s personality 
as become a source of strength for MRD members as well as parties outside 
the MRD. Political leaders outside the MRD maintain that the presence of a 
‘ourageous, moderate and serious individual such as Makhdoom Talibul Moula 
prevents the MRD campaign from falling into the hands of separatists. His 
onality represents power, strength, purpose and action to the MRD men- 
ners, and because of his personality, they can proceed on their correct course 
without fear or danger His influence on the movement can be judged from the 
fact that at a sivnal from him, thousands of local councilors took back their 


- ~- 
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papers of candidacy and thousands of others have resigned their jobs. At the 
oresent time, the number of positions with candidates contesting for them in 


cipal elections comprise barely 25 percent of all municipal posts in 


uestion] The leader of the defunct Jamiatul-e Ulema-e Pakistan, Maulana 
Al Noorani, and other leaders of the Jamiat met with you the other 
Maulana Noorani's statements following the meeting gave the impression 
that you are ready to negotiate with the government. 


Answer| I am not .eady to negotiate nor did I say anything to that effect 
iring the meeting; only the leaders of the MRD, who are at present under 

use arrest, have the power to negotiate. These are Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, 
90m Khaliqul Zaman, Khawja Khairuddin and Sardar Sherbaz Mazari. The 


ernment should negotiate with them. 
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‘Question] But they have refused to negotiate. 


‘Answer! Yes. They have presented four points; if the government accepts 
them, the opportunity to negotiate may open up. 


(Question! Under present conditions, do you not think that negotiations 


+ 


should be started immediately? 
‘Answer|] Negotiations are needed, but it would be desirable to hold them in 
accordance with MRD principles. In that way, suspicions would be dispelled 
and the talks could be held in an open and unclouded atmosphere. The four 
MRD points are after all not wrong and contrary to principle; why then is 
there such reluctance to accept them? 


(Question] Is there any alternative suggestion for starting negotiations? 


[Answer] There is no need for one; I think efforts to start talks have al- 
ready begun, as the statements of Mir Ali Ahmad Talpur and several other 
ministers indicate. President Zia has also said that elections could be held 
even before the expiration of the 18-month period. This means that he is 
considering ways to improve the situation. 


‘Question] The release of more than 1,000 political prisoners in Sind and 
Punjab--has any progress been made in this direction? 


Answer! Nothing will be gained merely by the release of political prisoners. 
4s long as consciences are not clear and conditions are not agreed upon, these 
same people could offer themselves for arrest. 


‘Question! Is not the release of political prisoners a gesture of goodwill 
the government? 

(Answer) I do not know why they were released and whether their release was 

unconditional, under certain stipulations, or whether they were thrust out- 

side because the jails were full. I do not yet know the background to this. 


‘stion! Has the federal minister of state, Mahmud Ali, or any other govern- 
ment representative contacted you? 


[Answer No contacts have been made; I do not know how the rumor started. 
one has contacted me either by telephone or by letter. 


uiestion! Can the movement be called democratic when its influence is 
limited to the particular area of Sind? 


Answer! You do not think the movement is democratic? 

‘ 5 | r *’ *’ ’ " * - * 2 | . 
Juestion] A certain circle is of the opinion that since the campaign's 
fluence is limited to three districts in Sind--Dadu, Nawab Shah and Khaipur-- 

ind to Hala, the movement is not democratic. 
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[Answer] The present movement is definitely aimed at restoring democracy. 

But why are the other three provinces silent? What are the reasons for this? 
I do not know, but people are offering themselves for arrest there and pro- 
cessions are being held in Punjab as well. Opponents are spreading the propa- 
ganda that the movement is a separatist one; this is entirely false. The 
movement is democratic and MRD members are making sacrifices solely to re- 
store democracy--great sacrifices in some places and small sacrifices in 
others. 


[Question] The true objective of the movement, then, is to restore democracy 
in the country? 


[Answer] Yes. 


[Question] Most of Punjab's former senators, ministers and members of the 
assembly are outside the country; this is considered to explain the weakness 
of the campaign in Punjab. As the acting leader of the party, would you ad- 
vise them to return? 


fAnswer! Yes, they are returning and some have even been arrested. They are 
returning with the intention of participating in the campaign, But the manner 
of their return is such that the government learns of their intention before- 
hand. Party officials outside the country should give the matter their atten- 
tion. 


‘Question] Why have you decided to hold meetings, processions and strikes in 
Hala on Tuesday? 


(Answer! Not only here but in other parts of Sind as well processions and 
meetings will be held on that day. 


[Question] The statements of the Indian prime minister, foreign minister and 
other Indian leaders have led some to believe that the Sind campaign enjoys 
Indian support. 


[Answer] No, it is not so and there is no substance to the report. No mone- 
tary or other aid has been received from India. Indian leaders have used 

the opportunity to make these statements and incite trouble. The people of 
Sind are patriotic and they are making sacrifices in order to restore demo- 
cracy, not to receive 500 or 1,500 rupees. These reports are false and have 


no basis in truth. 
[Question] Can India profit from the situation? 


‘Answer] The enemy is always looking for an opening. India has suffered 
the wounds of division and the sevaration of Sind from Bombay. We have 


seen what happened in former East Pakistan. But India is not in a position 
to take immediate advantage of the situation. I do not see any such thing 


happening. One hears rumors of the buildup of troops on the Indian borders. 
But vesterday a man was here who had come from a village close to the border; 
he said that the rumor was false--there are no Indian troops on the border. 
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[Question] All these reports then are sheer hearsay and speculation? 
[Answer] I think so. 
[Question] Pir Pagara has suggested a roundtable conference. 


[Answer] I will not say anything in this connection. He has his own policy, 
we have ours. It is not seemly for me to say anything or to criticize. 


[Question] Should a roundtable conference be convened to find a solution for 
the present political crisis? 


[Answer] A roundtable conference will prove useless as long as the MRD 
leaders refuse to talk with the president or the government. The leaders 
would not participate in the conference; and since one of the protagonists 
would be absent, the conference would be unable to achieve its objective. 


[Question] How many persons have been killed and how many arrested in the 
campaign in Sind? 


[Answer] More than a hundred have been killed in Moro, Khairpur, Nathan 
Shah and other areas, and thousands are in jail. 


[Question] Has the MRD compiled any statistics? 
fAnswer] I do not know. 


[Question] Could you explain the reasons for the intensity of the campaign 
in Sind? 


[Answer] A grave feeling of deprivation has intensified the campaign. Edu- 
cation and understanding have brought a realization of rights Anyway, the 
people of Sind are not made of putty; they are also human beings. As Mirza 
Ghalib says, "For a hundred generations, my ancestors have been warriors by 
profession. Poetry alone is not a source of honor to me." The people of Sind 
were warriors at one time; they have learned again how to face hardships 
bravely. The silence of three provinces and indifference to their problems 
can also heighten emotions. 


[Question] Can this sense of deprivation take a different course in the 
future? 


[Answer] If no solution is found, the campaign can take another form. This 
is possible and Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi has alluded to it. 


[Question] The North West Frontier Province and Baluchistan also suffer from 
a sense of deprivation, but they are silent. 


[Answer] I do not know why they are silent. Perhaps they have obtained 
greater rights. What other reason could there be? 
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(Question! Could it be that Baluchi politicians have adopted this policy in 
order to intensify the feelings of deprivation among the people of Sind and 
thus cause the sense of deprivation to take a separatist course? 


fs - } p 
pl 


3 
ry 


it Punjab does not want separation; why, then, is it silent? 
Punjab would not want Sind or any other province to separate, yet it is 
silent. If tnings continue this way, separatists could profit from it. 


Question!) How can this sense of deprivation be ended? 


f« 


Answer ‘» need God's help; there seems to be no possibility of a solution 
at present. 


‘Ouestion| If democracy is restored and elections are held, will the feel- 
ings of deprivation be ended? 


‘Answer! On condition that the period of democracy lasts a long time and 
democracy proceeds on its course safely. Nothing will be gained if martial 
law is imposed after 2 cr 5 years. Five years is not a long period for 
democracy. The late Bhutto remained in office for 5 years but not much was 
rtineds; many vears are needed for that. If democracy is established on a firm 
»4sis tor a lengthy period, the sense of deprivation may be alleviated. These 


onditions would not have arisen if democracy had continued to exist after the 


| 


‘reation of Pakistan. 


‘Question! To remedy the sense of deprivation among the small provinces, 
Khawja Mohammad Safdar, chairman of the Advisory Council, has suggested the 
establishment of a commission composed of the chief justice and judges from 


* 


the four provinces. The commission would enquire into the reasons for the 


feelings ot deprivation and submit its report on ways to end them. What is 
ur Opinion about such a commission? 
\nsver! Nothing will come of it. We have a department for the eradication 
of corruption that is itself suffering from that evil. Committees and com 


+ 


issions are really a waste of time. Concrete and fundamental measures are 
needed and the establishment of democracy is the first stage on the journey. 


uestion! The landowners of Sind are putting up intense resistance for the 
first time. Would you explain the reasons for this? 

Answer] One circle holds that the people have forced the landowners to take 
to the streets, another group thinks that the landowners have brought out the 
people [ think that both views are based on conjecture. Every resident of 
Sind, be he important or humble, is suffering from a sense of deprivation and 
it is this feeling that has pushed them toward the campaign. No one has been 
forcibly brought in by another. Those who wear white nowadays are not wealthy; 

cre also deprived, and, according to their station in life, are in need 
and helpless. Both the peasant and the landowner are suffering; for example, 
rton is 160 rupees per maund; but fertilizers, chemicals and other materials 
ire so expensive that by harvest time the landowner has no money left over. 
Owning air-conditioned cars is not a sign of importance but is mere extrava- 


‘ance. Things are kept going with money borrowed from the banks. All of the 
leaders who are now in jail owe money to the banks. 
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[Question] Would you support agricultural reforms undertaken by the 
government ? 


[Answer] The government wants to bring about ruin. The law should be en- 
forced with regard to those who have avoided agricultural reform, Mian 
Tufail Muhammad, head of the defuncr: Jamaat-e Islami, has mentioned Ghulam 
Mustafa Jatoi, Pir of Raminur and me in connection with agricultural reform, 
As far as I am concerned, I am satisfied that the reform has been carried 
Out. 


[Question] As for Sind’s sense of deprivation, the president has said that a 
quota system is being enforced with regard to federal jobs. 


[Answer] You can see for yourself the practical results of that and the ex- 
tent of the rights enjoyed by the residents of Sind. When an application is 
made to officials for employment, the man with a & average who comes recom- 

mended gets the job whereas the capable man with an A average fails to find 

work. There are innumerable examples of this. 


[Ouestion] MRD members had planned to offer themselves for arrest during 
the campaign; but later, railroad tracks were uprooted and trains, installa- 
tions, jails and police stations were attacked. How did hooliganism and 
vandalism become part of the campaign? 


[Answer] I have seen with my own eyes that the administration resorts to 
violence first; the people then become incensed and start breaking things. 
This has happened twice in Hala. All the processions held here are defi- 
nitely peaceful, as was confirmed by the team of visiting foreign journal- 
ists. But when the police became violent and fired on unarmed citizens and 
threw tear gas, the people became disorderly. Children were fired on in Hala 
and two pedestrians, a man and a woman, as well as four children were wounded, 
This is how incitement occurs. 


[Question] It is said that two people were killed by the shots. 

[Answer] They were not killed but wounded. 

[Question] Can subversive elements act under cover of the campaign? 

[Answer] They certainly can. 

[Question] This would discredit the campaign? 

[Answer] You are right. In fact, all kinds of people join the campaign and 
gome of them have government patronage. But MRD members know these individu- 


als and any subversion under cover of the campaign is discouraged, 


[Question] Retired Lt Gen Faiz Ali Chishti is demanding the restoration of 
article 6 together with the 1973 constitution and has declared that he is 
ready to submit himself to the court. What is your opinion about this? 


110 





[Answer] When the gentleman you mention shared in the power structure, he 
spoke differently; since relinquishing power, he has been making statements 
of a different sort. His statements are never censored and are published in 
full. God alone knows what goes on behind the scenes. 


[Question] What are your views concerning provincial autonomy and confedera- 
tion? 


[Answer] All provinces should receive provincial autonomy in accordance with 
the 1973 constitution. 


[Question] Do Baluchistan and the North West Frontier Province want more 
than that? 


fAnswer| For the present, provincial autonomy should be limited to the extent 
granted by the 1973 constitution. Any decisions about the future should be 
left to an elected assembly. 


[Ouestion] What is your opinion regarding municipal elections? 


[Answer] The MRD is boycotting the municipal elections, and, as a result of 
its appeal, 75 percent of the seats in Sind have remained vacant, Only in 
some areas will the desired results be obtained from holding municipal elec- 
tions. The situation can become strained. The government should understand 
the feelings of the people and pay attention to holding general rather than 
municipal elections. 


9263 
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PAKISTAN 


SIND'S PROFESSOR SHAH EXPOUNDS ON MRD CAMPAIGN 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 4 Oct 83 p 6 


[Excerpts] Prof Ghulam Mustafa Shah is an expert in literature and research. 
Because of his great intellectual and mental prowess, he has made a name for 
himself not only in Sind but also in Pakistani and foreign literary circles. 
Over 15 percent of the officers holding high positions in the Sind and 
federal secretariat have been his students. 


The MRD campaign of civil disobedience that began on 14 August and the Sind 
movement have transformed Professor Shah from a literary intellectual into a 
political intellectual. His powerful speeches have attracted the attention 

of official and other political circles. He bemoans the deprivation suffered 
by the Sindi people. He vehemently protests the killing and jailing of peo- 
ple and he is saddened by the high-handed and harsh attitude of the government. 
Here we present his ideas in the form of an interview. 


[Question] What is the solution to the present crisis? 


[Answer] General elections should be held immediately. There is no other 
solution. The demands of the MRD are the demands of the entire nation. Even 
if there is some difficulty in granting the MRD demands, at least Mian Tufail 
Mohammad is an “angel” and on his suggestion, if nothing else, general elec- 
tions should be called. With every passing day, the possibility of an improve- 
ment in situation becomes more remote. The country's rulers should read the 
writing on the wall and devise plans to avert the impending disaster. 


[Question] What are the causes of the feeling of deprivation in Sind? 


[Answer] Feelings of deprivation originated in Sind in the time of the late 
Liaqat Ali Khan, when plans were hatched to make Karachi the capital of the 
nation and to separate Karachi from Sind. Quaid-e Azam had suggested Thana 
Bola Khan, a place 60 miles from Karachi, as the site for Pakistan's capital. 
But after his death, a plan was made to separate Karachi from Sind. This is 
how the feeling of deprivation began in Sind. Before the bureaucratic rule in 
Pakistan, Liaqat Ali Khan had 4 years in which neither a constitution was 
formulated nor elections held. Through the use of emotional slogans about 
internal and external dangers, people were given no opportunity to express 
their opinions. Every succeeding ruler has raised similar slogans and taken 
away the people's rights. The ruler's own will was imposed on smaller provinces 
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and the masses were not trusted. An atmosphere of doubt and apprehension about 
the safety and security of the country was created, and this in turn was used 
to crush any opposition. The Sindi people were subjected to even greater hard- 
ships. The country was made one unit. According to a 1947 act, any province 
could gain separation from the center through a referendum after a lapse of 

10 year's time. In 1957, the assembly passed a bill against the one unit set- 
up, but in 1952 martial law was imposed. The misfortune is that the people of 
Punjab have never had any experience with democratic rule, whereas in Sind, up 
until martial law, a democratic and parliamentary system was functioning suc- 
cessfully. That is why Punjab has never opposed martial law as wholehearted- 
ly as Sind. An industrialist from Punjab told me this one day when we were at 
his house He said that following the imposition of martial law, Gen Azam 
(Khan| had advised him to send his sons to the military because, as he said, 
civilian rule would never return to Pakistan. One reason for the sense of 
deprivation in Sind is that only yes-men from there have been associated with 
the government and this has alienated competent people. This attitude toward 
young men in matters of employment in particular has created a deep feeling 

of hatred and frustration in the minds of the youth. 


(Ouestion|] What are the causes of the strength of the movement in Sind? 


‘Answer| A feeling of acute deprivation in every aspect of life has given rise 


‘OQuestion|] In answer to your appeal to former judges and intellectuals of 
Punjab and the frontier province, Abdul Oadir Hassan [a JANG columnist] asked 
you and Hamida Khore to examine the deprivations of the Punjabi people. 


[Answer] Relative deprivation exists everywhere, The problems of the youth 
in Sind and Punjab are no different from those of the youth in Baluchistan. 
Even then Punjab has the advantage that the majority of its civil officers 

are from there. On the other hand, in Sind and the federal secretariat, 
Sindis count for less than 1 percent. I do not understand why brother Abdul 
Qadir Hassan overlooked this fact. We want everyone to live like brothers 

and share in one another's sorrows. We want to live on the basis of equality. 


uestion!] You have demanded provincial autonomy in light of the 1940 
Pakistan Resolution. Does this mean that you regard the 1973 constitution 
is a failure? 


‘Answer! If this constitution were free from defects it would not have become 
defunct. However, only elected assemblies can decide the issue of independence, 
ur basic issue is that all four provinces should have equal representation in 
the federal government and should enjoy equal rights. 


‘Ouestion|] Because of a sense of deprivation, Sind began a movement for 
separation from Bombay. Is the present movement of the same nature? 


‘Answer! Now oppression is more severe. In thoge days, Hindus oppressed us. 
Now we are being exploited by our own brethren. When one unit was formed, 
sind had in its treasury a surplus of 330 million rupees, revenues spent on 














education had an excess reserve of 2.4 million. All this money was taken by 
the center. Punjab, on the contrary, was in debt. After the one unit setup, 
resources of Sind were used for the center and even today a large share of 
the federal budget comes from Sind. Despite this, the people of Sind are 
rewarded with deprivation. This process should end immediately. The Sind{ 
people should be given their legitimate rights. 


[Question] In certain circles, the present Sind movement is called the move- 
ment for Sindhudesh, What is your opinion? 


(Answer| This is not a movement for Sindhudesh. Demanding democracy and elec- 
tions is not a demand for Sindhudesh,. It is easy to vilify the weak -nd Sind 
is also being vilified for originating this movement. Facts are befiug covered 
up and an attempt is afoot to mislead the masses ‘n Punjab by raising the 

bogey of Sindhudesh. But I want to make it clear that the pec;*e of Sind 

want elections, and that is not a crime. It is not right to vilify a movement 
on the basis of isolated incidents; such incidents happened even during the 
1977 agitation. The present democratic movement has nothing to do with 
Sindhudesh,. 


(Ouestion] Recently, you had a meeting with G.M. Sayed. What is his attitude? 


‘Answer! He favors a greater degree of freedom than is granted in the 1973 
constitution. Perhaps that is why he is opposed to the MRD campaign. But in 
my opinion he thus risks his political career and by opposing the movement he 
is making a big mistake. After all, it is he who presented the Pakistan 
Resolution [Sind] in the assembly for the first time and now he wants separa- 
tion from Pakistan. This is a big issue and we should seriously consider the 
results and consequences of it. As far as my meeting with him is concerned, 
it was of a personal nature and I continue to meet with him frequently. 


Question! In the event of a further deterioration in the situation, will 
Ge’. Sayed consider giving practical shape to his ideas? 


‘Answer| This can best be answered by him. But rumormongering is the order 
of the day and inventing rumors about leaders of smaller provinces and ridi- 
culing them has become a general hobby. Doubts are cast on the intentions 
of people, they are branded enemies of Pakistan and attempts are made to cast 
them in the most odious light of history. The innocent masses of Sind are 
demonstrating on the streets. When they demand votes and an elected govern- 
ment they are branded violent agitators. I opposed Zulfigar Ali Bhutto when 
he was at the zenith of his power. But whatever he did, it was in a demo- 
cratic manner and not through force. In his time, elected institutions were 

existence, no matter what their stature was. But today, the opinions of 
people carry no weight. Through the use of force, people are being driven 
to the depths of despair. This can lead to anarchy and unrest. This situa- 
tion poses a serious threat to the nation, 


[Question] Can the ‘waderas’ [aristocrats] and ‘pirs’ [holy men] lead a 
democratic movement? 
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‘Answer! The aristocrat and the pirs are helpless against public power. 
They are also human. They have feelings. Today's aristocrat is not the 
aristocrat of ancient times. He also is inspired by democratic ideas. 

Bhutto was an aristocrat but he taught the peasants to speak against the 
lauded aristocrats. Bhutto astounded even the masses of Punjab. Were not 
Gandhi and Nehru aristocrats? Democracy is not the property of anyone. 

Por the first time in the history of Sind the intellectual, the aristocrat 
and the worker have joined on one platform for the sake of democracy. 

n't OM, Sayed an aristocrat? Didn't Quaid-e Azam appoint him chairman of 
the Sind Muslim League? Isn't Pir Pagaro an aristocrat? The aristocrats and 
the priests of Sind feel compelled to move with the changing times. That is 
why they are playing their historical role in the struggle for democracy. 


(OQuestion|] The opinion in certain circles is that the wadera does not fight 
for democracy. He only fights for his own interests. 


‘Answer| This is an erroneous assumption, Since land reforms, the social 
position of the waderas has changed. Education has enlightened them with 
democratic values and their children as well. Leadership of the movement is 
in the hands of these youth. 


‘Question! You asked members of the Sind Council and Advisory Council to 
resign. What has been the result? 


‘Answer! Some members have announced their resignations. I would also appeal 
to the intellectuals not to participate in conferences and seminars taking 
place in Islamabad, 


Question) ten't the holding of elections to local bodies a sign that the 
masses of Sind are with the government? 


‘Answer| Conducting elections by dividing Sind in two parts is a serious 
irrevularity. When radio and television announce daily that all is well, 
then what is the point of holding elections in two stages? 


‘Ouestion! In your opinion, what is the nature of a model election schedule? 


inswer! for this purpose, action should be taken according to the conven~ 
ions of 1973 and generai elections should be held under the supervision of 


the judictlary. 
‘Ouestion| How can the conflict and bloodshed in Sind be ended quickly? 


snawer!| People are making sacrifices not for money but foi the restoration 
their rights. The only effective cure for the situation is the immediate 
:lling of general elections. 


‘Ouestion|] You were the vice chancellor of Sind University for 5 years. 


What are the causes of unrest there? 
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[Answer] Inappropriate and irresponsible behavior is the biggest cause of un- 
rest. Sind University and other educational institutions are victims of the 
game attitude. [ntellectual powers of the youth are becoming rusty through 
disuse. This does not augur well for the nation's future. Young men are not 
permitted to realize their full potential and their growth is retarded. These 
young men are angry at the perpetrators of this cruelty. Steps should be taken 
to rid the youth of this pent up anger. 


[Question] It has been said of the Sind bureaucrat that while in service he 
is loyal to the government but once he leaves service he becomes a [Sindi|] 
nationalist. What is your opinton? 


[Answer] Sind has not produced bureaucrats. The only bureaucrats were Ghulam 

Mohammad, Iskander Mirza and Chaudhary Mohammad Ali. While in power they made 

the country intellectually, morally and productively bankrupt. Today the coun- 
try is at the crossroads of history. 


12286 
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PAKISTAN 


[INDIA WORKS TO ADVANCE SEPARATIST FORCES IN STATES 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 31 Oct 83 pe 

ff ‘ ‘ re Al A 
[Article by Z.A. Saleeri: Vakistan's Burden" } 


'Text] One of the burdens Pukistan carries is its hostility toward India. 
uhe truth is that India never honestly recognized Pakistan. Of course, the 
demand for Pakistan during the British rule was so strong that there was no 
alternative but to divide the subcontinent. The Indian leader, especially 
tnose of the Nehru dynasty, have never closed the files on Pakistan. To 
; snd, not only did India become an aggressor, but it also left no stone 
anturned in taking advantage of Pakistan's weaknesses. India did not hesitate 
to take military action when the Pakistani Government and the Awami League 
nad a confrontation. The separation of East Pakistan was a triumph for 
India. The physical separation not only weakened the unity of Pakistan but 
also discredited the philosophical base of Pakistan as a Muslim country. 
Inis philosophical base was buried under the strong tide of Bengali national- 
ism. Mra. G@adhi denounced this national philosophy when she vanquished 
naka. liow she feels that if one state would secede on the basis of feelings 
of nationality, other states can also act the same way and make Pakistan non- 
existent. ‘hus, India is working fulltime to develop regional nationalistic 
feelings in various states of Pakistan in order to destroy Pakistan. This 


[India’s national policy toward Pakistan; it is not flexible or aimed at 
improving our mutual relations. 


india, despite its numerous internal problems, is taking a keen interest in 
political developments in Sind. It ignores the rebellion in southern India 
against the “Brahmin” rule of northern India. Assam's preparations for war, 
ne OClkns' readiness to fight to the death and confrontation between Hindus 
nd Muslims in Kashmir. In Sind, terrorists are being encouraged and the 
ernati 1 s i Convention is being staged just to announce that India 
willing to adopt Sind for its protection. Look at this inconsistency in 
licy, Indira Gandhi is adamantly against any state desiring independence 
er own country and is doing her best to put an end to this trend, while 

tne same time she encourages Pakistani states to rebel against the 

ntral government. Ina situation like this, the two countries with a 
ymmon problem should cooperate with each cther instead of encouraging 

lous states against the central government. But here it's a different 

e. Indira Gandhi seems not to care about the fire and destruction in her 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


PDP STRONGLY FAVOR PARTY ELECTIONS--Khoshab, 10 Nov--The acting president of he 
defunct Pakistan Democratic Party [PDP], Rana Zafrullah, has said that elec- 
tions on a party basis are essential for the establishment of real democracy. 
The government's program for holding elections on a nonparty basis will prove 
detrimental to the nation and the country and will impose a permanent dic- 
tatorship on the people. He was addressing the members of the MRD at the 
party general secretary's residence here. Earlier Mr Bandhiani, the Sindhi 
leader, said: Every party registered or unregistered has the right to parti- 
cipate in the elections and the government has no right to impose restrictions 
on any party. He explained the recent violence in Sind and said: Numerous 
people were thrust into jails during the campaign on the pretext of being 
bandits and lawhreakers. The leader of the Punjab PDP, Mohammad Jahangir, 
said that solidarity week was being observed until 12 November, during which 
time members are to exert pressure on the government in the form of proces- 
sions and marches for the restoration of democracy. He said: There will be 

no room for haggling in the talks with the government and all steps will be 
taken for restoration of the legal rights of the people. [Text] [GF181213 
Karachi NAWA-E WAQT in Urdu 11 Nov 83 p 1] 


FOOD AID PROGRAM--The world food program has so far given food aid to Paki- 
stan worth over $410 million for ongoing developmental activities and emer- 
gency measures. This was stated in a press release of the directorate of 

the Afghan refugees issued in connection with the 20th anniversary of the 
world food program being observed tomorrow. [Text] [BK201624 Karachi Domes- 
tic Service in Urdu 0200 GMT 18 Nov 83] 
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